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In this issueEditorial

Every year on Boxing Day I make the same decision,
and every year as Christmas approaches I kick myself
for not having had the guts to implement it. The
decision? To book a holiday, for the entire month of
December in Saudi Arabia or somewhere, anywhere,
where I will not have to listen to Bing Crosby still
dreaming of a white Christmas every time I turn on the
radio, or where I will be able to shop in peace without
the irritating accompaniment of Jingle Bells. To lie in,
just for once, until midday on 25 December, instead of
rising at 6 a.m. to ensure that the turkey cooks for the
time prescribed (and dutifully observed) by Delia Smith.
To eliminate the increasingly bothersome chore of
sweeping up pine needles and broken glass balls every
time one the dogs wags his tail enthusiastically. To be
able to sit back in a comfortable chair and read one of
the books that I had to wrap and place under the
Christmas tree (amid a fresh covering of pine needles).
To avoid the frustration of fighting—and losing the
battle—with 15 metres of entangled weatherproof fairy
lights. To have an excuse not to shiver my way through
the Christkindlmarkt with its smell of Glühwein and
artificially scented candles. To be able to ponder on the
true meaning of Christmas without the accoutrements
of tinsel, good cheer and back-to-back meals.

The list goes on and on. But unfortunately I do not have
time to continue. I need to bring the Christmas
decorations down from the attic, soak the dried fruit for
my Christmas cake, write Christmas cards, organize our
Christmas party, dust the crib figures, sort out stocking
presents and prepare for the arrival of our grandsons
who, at 18 months, are now old enough to enjoy
Christmas and all its trimmings. I look forward to taking
them to a Christmas market and buying them
candyfloss; decorating the tree especially ornately, so
that they can see their reflections in each glass ball;
playing and singing Christmas carols on every
conceivable occasion (even Bing Crosby will have his
slot); and making an effort to stuff the turkey before
midnight mass, giving me extra time on the morning of
the 25th to prepare the vegetables before the family
wakes up and the unwrapping of the Christmas
stockings begins.  Ed.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Dear Friends,

Who does not feel today that life makes heavy demands of them?
To cope with these demands we might sign up to a time-
management course, purchase the latest electronic mobile
communication device, learn more about our own personality
and how other people tick. No one can fault these attempts to

cope better with the demands of our lives by making use of these resources.

Jesus too makes demands of the disciples in his time. He does this
spectacularly when he says to them, “Take heed to yourselves; if your
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him; and if he sins
against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, and
says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” (Luke 17.3-6) What Jesus asks of
the disciples is no small thing. When we discussed this passage in the
Christ Church Prayer Ministry Team we all recognised that what Jesus
requires of us is demanding! I love the disciples’ reply to Jesus’ teaching
on forgiveness. Recognising the impossibility of what Jesus demands they
say, “Increase our faith!”

Throughout Luke’s Gospel Jesus has been lamenting how little faith there
is in Israel. He does this, for example, when he asks the disciples to consider
how the lilies of the field, “neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the
grass which is alive in the field today and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, how much more will he clothe you, O people of little faith!”  In
chapter seven of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus says of the centurion, a Roman
soldier, one who stands outside the covenant given to Moses, “I tell you,
not even in Israel have I found such faith.”

“Increase our faith” is a simple prayer that we can all pray. Most of us
realise that what life asks of us and what God asks of us in Jesus Christ is
demanding. Left to our own devices and relying on our own strengths to
deal with these demands is often, if ever, not enough. We need also, like
the disciples to recognise that our faith must increase. God is, as the
Psalmist says, “a very present help in trouble, our refuge and stronghold.”
(Psalm 46.1)

It is important to stress that we do not (or at least should not) live our lives
in compartments. One compartment contains our faith that we occasionally

Dec 2006+Jan 2007.pmd 12/4/2006, 7:43 AM4
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open while the other contains our life. The two, life and
faith, are inextricably intertwined. We can live life out
of our faith or at least endeavour to do so. If we make
this choice - to live out of faith - then we shall be praying
all the days of our life with the disciples that our faith
may be increased.

As I journey on, day by day, I have an ever increasing
sense that many people—in and outside the church—
would be more than a little surprised by just how radical
Jesus’ teaching is about God’s ways. It is because Jesus
speaks about God in a new way that he is such a threat
to the religious authorities of his day. He disturbed things in a way that he
soon became a threat to the political establishment.

Mary famously replies to the angel: “Be it unto me according to thy word”.
(Luke 1.38) She does this only after asking the angel a question or two.
She does this by hearing him out! Mary’s example, which can be described
as an act of self-emptying, in turn points us to Jesus. Mary’s example,
which we will be considering this Advent and Christmas, is given to us to
help us to see that new things are possible in and through Jesus Christ
when we live out of faith.  It is not popular to say or write the following
unless it is tucked away in a spiritual classic “when we abandon ourselves
to God”. This is however precisely what both the disciples and Mary can
be seen to be doing when Mary says, “Be it unto me according to thy
word” and the disciples ask, “Increase our faith!”  It is what we do when
we pray, “Thy will be done!”

Life is demanding. It can be lived with God or without God. It can be lived
with an occasional visit to or from God, which seems to be the pattern of
many today. What is being asked of us, however, is to live out of the reality
of God as “an ever present help”. May you and I be given the will and the
grace to commit ourselves to praying together with the disciples for an
increase of faith that will move mountains and plant trees in unlikely places
as Jesus promises.

I wish you and yours a blessed Advent and Christmastide full of surprises

Dec 2006+Jan 2007.pmd 12/4/2006, 7:43 AM5
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H.E. Ambassador John Macgregor

John Macgregor has been the
United Kingdom Ambassador to
Austria since 2003. In September
this year, he assumed the
additional responsibilities of
Ambassador to the international
organizations in Vienna. Despite
his heavy schedule, he has been a
staunch supporter of Christ Church
throughout his time in Austria, and
will be sorely missed when he takes
his retirement in the second half
of 2007. Crossways managed
to catch him between two meetings
for a brief interview.

Ambassador Macgregor, would
you share with Crossways

readers some details of your
professional life before your
assignment to Austria?
Apart from my first four years of
service, my career has been in
Europe. I saw a lot of Eastern
Europe under communism, and
experienced at first hand what
happens when democracy and
human dignity are denied. The most
moving moment of my very first
posting, to India, was in 1977, when
I was present during the election
that voted the Congress Party,
hitherto considered as a ‘royal
party’, out of power  for the first
time—a proof of the depth of
democracy in India.

Another deeply moving experience
was during my posting to
Czechoslovakia in the 1980s where
I witnessed the Velvet Revolution
and the election of Václav Havel as
president, ending 40 years of
communist rule. During my  posting
as Ambassador for  Poland, Prime
Minister Tony Blair gave his
memorable speech in October 2000
to the Polish Stock Exchange, setting
the date for the subsequent
enlargement of the European Union.
Vienna was a logical final port of
call. For many years it was a western
capital situated geographically in
what was then called “Eastern
Europe”. That has of course changed
since the expansion of the EU and
Vienna has resumed its historical
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role as a Central European
crossroads between north and south
and east and west.

You and your wife are in the
unique position of being
Ambassadors of neighbouring
countries. How easy or difficult
has this been for you both?
It is the very first time that a
husband and wife have served as
Ambassadors in two different
countries. We have always
maintained a full programme in our
separate residences, but whenever
our duties permit, we try to support
each other’s activities.  There have
been no major difficulties, thank
goodness. Our four children have
commuted between the United
Kingdom, Austria and Slovakia and
feel at home in all three countries.

Have you always been an active
member of the Church?
As a member of the Church of
England, I have tried to attend
services whenever circumstances
allowed. When I began my career
in India in the Himalayas, I attended
the Church of India, a sister church,
and participated in various activities
including musical performances. In
Czechoslovakia, services were held
from time to time in the Embassy
cinema, first by the Revd. John
Phillips then the Revd. Jeremy Peake.
The atmosphere was rather special.
Our third child was baptised by
Jeremy using the Residence’s  silver

rose bowl as a font. During my
postings in Düsseldorf and Paris, the
Anglican church was very close to
the Residence, and in Warsaw I was
also able to attend church fairly
regularly.

Once upon a time, Christ Church
was known simply as the “British
Embassy Church”. Has there been
a change in its status?
The construction of Christ Church
on Embassy property was more a
question of expedience  than choice.
While it is true that there are no
British Embassy churches now-
adays, some pastors are more
closely linked to the Embassy than
others. I am glad that this is the case
in Vienna and I welcome the fact
that Christ Church also serves to
bring together the dispersed British
and Commonwealth community. I’d
say more power to its elbow!  Patrick
exercises an effective and
sympathetic style of leadership that
is at the same time intellectually
demanding. He gets people thinking,
and this, as far as I am concerned,
is one of the most important aspects
of church leadership.

The congregation has had an
opportunity to enjoy both your
own compositions, sung by the
choir, and your organ playing.
Was it hard to give up music for
diplomacy?
I have no regrets that I settled on a
diplomatic rather than a musical

or

Dec 2006+Jan 2007.pmd 12/4/2006, 7:43 AM7



8

�

career. I initially embarked on a
future in music, playing several
instruments and teaching, but when
I entered the diplomatic corps I
found that diplomacy provided some
wonderful musical opportunities.
Here in Vienna, for example, just
two days ago, I presided over a
benefit concert given by the
diplomatic community for children
in Ethiopia, held in the Brahmsaal
of the Wiener Musikverein. I also
played the double bass on that
occasion. I could hardly have done
better than that had I chosen the
other road!

What particular challenges or
opportunities has your posting in
Vienna offered?
My time in Vienna was particularly
demanding since it coincided with
the UK presidency of the European
Union, immediately followed by
Austria’s presidency. During the UK
presidency, we held an informal
summit for EU leaders at Hampton
Court to focus Europe’s attention on

the fundamental areas that will give
it a competitive edge, such as
training and research and
development. Austria took these
ideas forward.

One of my most memorable
experiences in Vienna was on 21
September last year when we
celebrated the withdrawal of the last
British military contingent from
Austria in September 1955. There
was a military parade in the grounds
of Schönbrunn in the pouring rain.
Undaunted, visitors huddled under
umbrellas and capes while the Duke
of Kent and Austrian Ministers took
the salute from the balcony to the
magnificent sound of British and
Austrian military bands. The effect
of the spotlights reflected in the
raindrops added a dramatic note
and the entire evening epitomized
triumph through adversity.

When I leave Austria next Sep-
tember, I shall do so with fondest
memories of Vienna and Christ
Church.

Please note that this is a double issue of Crossways, covering
December as well as January 2007. Before the New Year begins and a
the magazine enters its second year, it would be useful to know which
series of articles readers would like to see continued or dropped. Any
suggestions for different topics would be most welcome. Please contact
me at 285 1802 or by email to crossways@aon.at. Ed.
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Every Austrian child knows precisely what Saint Nicholas
looks like. After all, he is on display  in the window of every
Konditorei during the first week of December, and provided
they have behaved well throughout the year, children will find
a chocolate version of the saint on the breakfast table on 6
December. It is, of course, difficult to distinguish fact from
fiction when dealing with events that took place some 17
centuries ago. But it is likely that some of the traditions
associated with Christmas were based on true events.

In many parts of the world, St. Nicholas is known as “Santa Claus”—it is
easy to see how the name evolved—and his appearance is somewhat less
ecclesiastical than the Austrian depiction of the saint, with his traditional
bishop’s hat, mitre and crozier. Saint Nicholas was indeed a bishop, who
rose from the rank of abbot to that of Archbishop of Myria in Turkey.  He was
known as a kind and charitable man, always ready to help the needy. On
one occasion, or so the story goes, he came across an impoverished, widowed
nobleman with three young daughters. Since the father could not afford a
dowry for his daughters, they in turn could not marry. St. Nicholas dropped
a bag of gold through the window so that the eldest sister could marry.
Later, he did the same for the second. For the third daughter, he dropped the
bag of gold down the chimney, where it was conveniently caught in a stocking
hanging up to dry by the fireplace. This was the origin of the tradition of
hanging up Christmas stockings to be filled by Santa Claus. The story also
made St. Nicholas the protector of sacred marriages.

The nobleman caught St. Nicholas in the act, and soon his generosity was
legend throughout the country. He continued to help the poor, especially
children, and he is of course best known in his capacity as the patron saint
of children. The symbol of the three bags, or balls, of gold was adopted by
bankers and moneylenders and St. Nicholas is also their patron saint.

In another story, during his studies in Alexandria in Egypt, St. Nicholas saved
the life of a sailor who fell from the ship’s rigging in a storm. Thereafter he
became the patron saint of sailors. He also rescued three boys who had
been pickled in brine, becoming the patron saint of schoolboys.

Little is known of the circumstances of St. Nicholas other than that he was
the orphaned child of wealthy parents, who used his riches to alleviate the
suffering of others. He was made a saint in the 6th century on the strength
of some 21 miracles attributed to him. He died on 6 December 346.

Saint Nicholas of Myra

Dec 2006+Jan 2007.pmd 12/4/2006, 7:43 AM9
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Crossways continues its presentation of members of the com-
munity. The aim is to get to know each other better and to put a
name to a familiar face. The subjects are chosen at random from
among the congregation. To make matters more interesting, pho-
tos of the people featured appear at the end of the magazine.

Who’s Who in Christ Church?

Mystery
person
no. 1

Our first mystery man juggles his waking hours between a full-time
job, home renovations and evening and weekend studies. That he finds
time to come to church at all is little short of a miracle. That he is an
unflagging member of the congregation who rarely misses a service is both
a credit to the strength of his faith and, no doubt, the pull of Christ Church.
Born in Vienna and baptised as a Roman Catholic, this young man spent
time acquainting himself with other churches before his choice fell on Christ

Church. The English language was initially a problem, but he attended a
course to brush up his school knowledge, and is now a fluent speaker.
He enjoys the structure that Christ Church gives to his life, although his
self-imposed strenuous timetable would seem to take care of that!

He describes himself as a “technician surrounded by artists” in his job at
the Austrian Film Academy. He enjoys working with young people and
keeping abreast of the latest technology. He is aware, however, that once
he completes his masters degree in electronics and economics in a couple
of years, he will probably have to think about a career change. A marathon
runner in his younger days who competed in London, Prague, Turin,
Venice as well as Vienna, he is also a keen sailor and used to teach
sailing on the Alte Donau.  Some years ago, he purchased a house in the

17th district, converting its  nine small flats into five larger ones. With the
help of his father, he undertook all necessary building work apart from the
installation of gas, tackling electrical wiring, plumbing, flooring, painting
and a score of other specialized jobs, that carried d-i-y to new heights.
When time permits, he likes to travel, his current destination of choice
being Poland. He taught himself Polish but had to abandon Czech because
of lack of time.

He is always ready to assume coffee duties after the Sunday 10.00 service
and has helped out at the Christmas Bazaar on several occasions. Still a
bachelor, he enjoys the social contacts offered by Christ Church and takes
part in as many events as his schedule allows. He has made several friends
among the community and has acquired a well-deserved reputation as a
dependable and loyal member of the congregation.

b
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Mystery
couple
no. 2

�

When this quiet young couple married in 2002, one of their wedding
gifts was the use of a friend’s apartment in Vienna for a week.
Fortunately, the friend decided to stay on in Hamburg allowing that one
week to extend to more than three years. They both enjoy the rich cultural
opportunities that the city offers and within a short time managed to find
jobs they liked in Vienna. In common with many Christ Church couples,
theirs is a cross-cultural marriage yet they project an aura of serene oneness.
They met in 1996 in Seoul, Republic of Korea, where he had gone to teach
English and she was his neighbour. The absence of a common language
did not hinder the path of true love nor did an enforced separation
while he moved to Germany, and she remained in Seoul sway them
from their planned course.  Mr. X had been somewhat apprehensive
about his in-laws’ reaction to a foreign son-in-law and, he ruefully
acknowledges, has yet to make the acquaintance of his Korean family,
while his own parents were delighted to meet his bride (who by this
time had learned English) and, in his own words, get him off their
hands! A better linguist than her husband, Mrs. X soon mastered English
and German, while her husband is still struggling with the latter.

Mrs. X, although not raised in the Christian faith, had attended church
on special occasions, including Christmas, during her childhood, and
she finally recognized that God was leading her to a new life as a Christian.
She converted to Christianity and  in 1999 was baptised in the Roman
Catholic church. Her husband admits that he is still exploring his own
spirituality, but both of them were pleased when they learned about the
existence of Christ Church through the American Women’s Association.
They have become regular members of the congregation, attending the
10.00 Sunday service. Both of them particularly enjoy the sermons at Christ
Church and appreciate their relevance to contemporary life.

After a background in engineering, Mr. X retrained as an English teacher
and now runs the pedagogical side of the Business Language Center in
Vienna. Having made one career change already, he is contemplating one
day turning his hobby of photography into a profession, and would
eventually like to  get involved in documentary photography. His wife is
involved in the catering business, creating menus for a chain of Japanese
restaurants in Vienna and abroad. She is an excellent cook, to the extent
that her husband is invariably disappointed whenever the couple decides
to dine in a restaurant. Her husband admits to being a very fussy eater,
and rising to the challenge of preparing meals that he enjoys has certainly
helped improve her skills!

ch?
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The popular image of
missionaries of yore was of
intrepid individuals, brandishing
a bible in one hand and a bush
knife in the other, tramping
through the African jungle to
bring Christianity to remote
villages. The modern breed of
missionaries may look different and
operate in the urban rather than the
rural jungle, but their spirit of
adventure, their commitment to
providing a better life for others and
the strength of their Christian faith
remain unchanged.

Unknown, perhaps, to some
members of our congregation, we
have in our midst four 21st century
missionaries. Sponsored by their
families, friends and local churches,
they came to Vienna from the United
States as teachers to provide a
Christian education, in English, to
children from Vienna’s large foreign
community that is neither part of the
diplomatic corps nor internationally

recruited by the intergovernmental
organizations in Vienna. The Vienna
Christian School opened its doors in
1986 as a non-profit institution
initially conceived to provide an
education to the children of
missionaries working in Austria and
the surrounding countries,
particularly Eastern Europe. With the
fall of the Iron Curtain, the focus of
the school changed and it has grown
steadily from year to year as children
joined from other segments of the
international community.

Teachers come from a range of
Christian denominations, and
although there is no prerequisite for
pupils to be Christian—and many are
not—the school’s emphasis on
devotional studies is carefully
explained to prospective parents in
the initial interview. There is no
pressure placed on children or their
families to convert to Christianity,
although it has been known for
students to take that decision

from left to right: Natalie Bernhardt (Art), Phil Siemer (English/German), Megan Tice
(Administration), Matt Klein (Computer studies)
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Missionaries among us ...
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independently. The curriculum
includes bible studies, and there is
devotional time in the classroom
every morning. Pupils meet in the
chapel once a week. Each year, a
‘Spiritual Emphasis Week’ is
organized, when chapel is held every
day and guest speakers are invited
to talk on a range of subjects. This
year the programme was led by
missionaries from Ecuador and
proved a great success. Importance
is attached to parental participation,
whether helping at lunch, in the
library or at social events. Concerts,
plays, a monthly coffee-house and
various festivals are popular with
pupils and parents alike.

In 2001, the school moved to its new
premises in Vienna’s 22nd district,
on the site of a former porcelain
warehouse. Volunteers arrived from
the United States to help teachers
and parents put up walls, install the
lighting, lay flooring, sand, paint,
clean and carry out the thousand jobs
necessary to transform the building
into a modern school. Some were
skilled craftsmen, others enthusiastic
helpers; many were retirees or
members of youth groups, eager for
a chance to provide help wherever
needed. Staying for any time between
a week or several months, the
volunteers camped out on bunk beds
on the premises. A website was
created, charting the progress of
renovations. After a year the building
was sufficiently advanced to permit
classes to begin on the new premises.

It took a further two years for work
to be completed, and even now plans
are under way to add an auditorium
and gymnasium. The husband of one
of the staff members is an architect
and has drawn up the plans. Work
will be carried out by local firms as
well as voluntary work teams.

The school currently has 224
students from 5 to 18 years; classes
are small, generally comprising less
than 20 students and there is one
class per grade. Because the
teachers’ salaries are largely covered
by donations and fund-raising
activities, tuition fees are far lower
than other international schools in
Vienna, enabling a wide range of
children to benefit from the education
offered by the Vienna Christian
School.

Phil, Matt, Megan and Natalie are
among a staff of 60, of which some
40 are teachers. They come from
different professional backgrounds
but all possess a missionary zeal that
eventually steered them to Vienna

The Vienna Christian School

       �
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and the Vienna Christian School.
Megan had signed up at an
organization called “Resourcing
Christian Education”, that oversees
the legal and financial side of the
Vienna Christian School as well as
similar schools in other countries.
Matt, who was working as a financial
assistant, was all set to move to
Philadelphia to take up a teaching
post, but learned about the VCS from
a friend and former pupil, and
applied for a job in Vienna instead.
One of Natalie’s college friends who
interviewed, and accepted, for a post
at VCS, told her that the school was
looking for an art teacher, so Natalie
decided to apply. Phil comes from the
Chicago area, and in addition to
teaching English and German, also
coaches soccer. Other sports played
by the school include basketball and
volleyball, and teams regularly play
other schools in Austria, Hungary
and Slovakia. Since it has no
sportsgrounds of its own, the school
rents facilities by the Alte Donau.

For the moment, the school provides
a high school diploma to pupils, who
go on to study at colleges in the
United States or at Webster College
in Vienna, enter training programmes
or look for a job. Registered with the
Vienna Stadtschulrat, German is a
compulsory subject on the
curriculum, easing pupils entry onto
the Austrian job market or further
training. Although the school designs
its own curriculum, based on the US
schools curriculum, it is accredited

with the Association of Christian
Schools International (ASCI) that
oversees some 5,300 schools in more
than 100 countries, with an
enrolment of almost 1.2 million
pupils. The school is currently
headed by Director Ken Norman,
now in his third year, supported by
an Elementary and Secondary
Principal.

All four of our featured teachers
selected Christ Church from among
the English-languages churches in
Vienna. “Christ Church doesn’t try
to dumb it down like some other
churches”, says Megan, who was
raised as a Baptist, while Matt admits
that he was looking for a community
outside school and found it at Christ
Church. They all enjoy the liturgy, the
thoughtful and thought-provoking
sermons and the community spirit.

The teaching staff is far younger than
that of sister schools and the average
assignment is two to three years.
Although a handful, like Megan, are
veterans of 6 years or more, there is
a constant rotation of staff,
something that may need to be
addressed in the future. German is a
problem for many of the young
teachers, whose professional life
leaves little time to learn the language
and put down roots in Vienna. Sooner
rather than later, our four will be
moving on. They will take with them
the deep respect of their fellow-
worshippers at Christ Church and our
best wishes for their future.�
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LOCATION TYPE                UNTIL           OPENING HOURS

1, Rathaus Christmas market 24 Dec 09.00-21.00
1, Freyung “Altwiener” market 23 Dec 09.30-20.00
1, Am Hof Art and handicrafts 23 Dec 10.00-20.00
1, Am Hof Art and antiques 23 Dec 10.00-20.00
1, Maria-Theresien-Platz Christmas market 24 Dec 10.00-22.00
1, Mahlerstraße Advent market 24 Dec 11.00-21.00
3, Obere Belvedere Advent market 24 Dec 11.00–21.00
4, In front of the Karlskirche Art and handicrafts 23 Dec 12.00–20.00
4, Resselpark Advent market 23 Dec 12.00-21.00
6, Mariahilfer Church Advent market 24 Dec 09.00-20.00
7, Am Spittelberg Christmas market 23 Dec Mon-Fri: 14.00–21.00

Sat/Sun/hol: 10.00–21.00
7, Museum Quarter Winter in the Museum 23 Dec Mon-Fri 16.00-22.00

Quarter Sat/Sun/hol: 14.00-22.00
7, Schottenfeldgasse 29 Wiener Hilfswerk market 05-07 Dec 10.00-19.00
9, Old AKH courtyard Advent market 24 Dec Mon-Fri: 14.00–22.00;

Sat/Sun/hol: 11.00-22.00
24 Dec: 11.00–15.00

10, Favoritenstraße/ Advent market 23. Dec Fri/Sat: 09.00–18.00
      Quellenstraße
10, Pedestrian zone, Advent market 24 Dec 09.00-20.00
      Favoritenstraße
11, Schloss Neugebäude Adventmarkt 07-10 Dec 10.00(15.00)- 20.30
12, Meidlingerplatz Advent market 24 Dec 09.00–20.00
13, Schloss Schönbrunn Christmas market 26 Dec 10.00–20.30
16, Schloss Wilheminenberg Christmas market 23 Dec Mon-Thur: 17.00-21.00;

Fri: 15.00-21.00;
Sat/Sun/hol: 10.00-21.00

18, Türkenschanzpark Advent market 24 Dec 12.00-21.00
21, Franz Jonas platz Advent market 24 Dec 09.00-21.00
21, Stammersdorf Christmas market 08-10 Dec
22, Austria Center UN Womens Guild Bazaar 02 Dec 10.00-17.00
23, Liesing “Maurer Winterzauber” 08-10 , 15.00-20.00

13-17,
20-23 Dec

Vienna’s Christmas Markets
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Holy Communion (BCP)
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Brian Atwell sing-along
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18.30  Reading Group:
The Death of Ivan
Ilych by Leo Tolstoy

18.30 Christmas Carol
sing-along hosted
by Mariedl Page
with bring ‘n
share supper

  18.00   Christmas
    Service in
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  18.45   Bible study
    in the crypt

18.45   Bible study
  in the crypt
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   9.30  Holy Communion
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Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity

A Happy New year
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‘Soundings’ is a church based discussion group that meets on Tuesdays.
The ‘Soundings’ co-ordinator is the Chaplain. Soup is provided from 18.30
onwards. Formal sessions begin soon after 19.00.  We aim to finish by 20.30.
Participants take turns making soup and providing bread and fresh fruit. It
would be good if 10 - 12 people could commit to this venture. PBC

A group of people meet  on Thursday evenings at 19.00 in the crypt to read
the Bible. Meetings in December will take place on Thursday, the 7th and
Thursday, the 14th. Those interested should meet at the church about 15
minutes before that time to ensure a 19.00 start. The church door will be
locked once the meeting begins, so those interested should inform me in
advance, or arrive in good time for the meeting.  It should be noted that
mobile phones do not necessarily work from and to the crypt. The meeting
usually begins with one or two worship songs and ends with a prayer. Anyone
who would like to join would be most welcome!  Aileen Hackl

I am pleased to announce that the Revd. Dr Paul Kennedy will lead the
services on Sunday 31 December. Dr Kennedy is a priest of the Old Catholic
Church in Austria. He lives and works in Innsbruck as a psychotherapist
after studying psychology and theology. He has been a valued friend of
Christ Church for many years. PBC

I would like to highlight two of our choral services. The choir for many years
has enriched the following two services with their choral contribution: the
Advent Carol Service (3 December, 18.00) and the Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols (17 December, 18.00). Both these services are focused on the
Scriptures as they tell and foretell of the birth of Jesus the Messiah, the Hope
of the Nations. I ask that you note these services in your diary and make
every attempt to attend. We are blessed to have a choir and very capable
musicians as well as a pipe organ. May we preserve this precious Christian
choral tradition for others by our active participation.  PBC

Please note that Christmas Eve (24 December) this year falls on a Sunday.
Sunday morning is actually the fourth Sunday of Advent. This means that
the Sunday morning services will focus on the Advent theme of waiting.
Christmas hymns will not be sung, but those appropriate to the Advent
season. The services on Sunday morning are NOT Christmas services. The
first service of Christmas is the Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve (22.45).
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Christ Church ‘Bring ‘n Share’ meals are a good way to get to know each
other better. But what exactly is involved? Generally, drinks are provided
and so it is simply a case of bringing a dish of food to share with others. We
aim to provide a mixed buffet and it is always worth bearing in mind that
most people will want to try a little bit of everything. In order to facilitate
planning, a list will go up in plenty of time to sign and indicate which dish
you would like to bring. We look forward to seeing you in the future!
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The Agu family (Chuks, Manuela, Chuks jr. and Ikenna) will be moving to
the University of Cambridge in the New Year. Dr. Chuks Agu has been awarded
a scholarship from the Austrian Scientific Fund (FWF) to do work in cancer
research connected to gene therapy. We wish them God’s blessing and would
like to thank them for their contribition to the life of Christ Church, Vienna.

The Brian Attwell sing-along is on Sunday, 10 December at16.00. This pre-
Christmas sing-along is in aid of a Peruvian orphanage home that we have
been supporting for many years. Pamela Mildenhall and Christina Stevens
will host the sing-along. Gordan Murray will play the piano. Glühwein and
mince-pies will be provided after the service.

This year we will read What’s the point of being a Christian? (ISBN: 0860123693)
by Timothy Radcliffe. He is a Dominican monk  From 1991-2001 he was the
Master of the Order. He lives in Oxford. ‘Timothy Radcliffe has written a
wholly admirable statement of what it means to be a thoughtful, receptive,
faithful, and generous Christian in the West today....Radcliffe displays the
Christian life and tradition as being deeply enriching, and does so in language
the world can understand.’ (The Revd. Dr Sam Wells, Church Times, 17 March
2006). Cash orders can be placed via the Church Office, but no later than the
14 January 2007 please. The book costs 16 Euros.
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The Christ Church Bazaar has
grown from a small social get-
together of the congregation and
Embassy staff to an important
date on Vienna’s pre-Christmas
calendar and the church’s major
income-generating event, pro-
viding roughly one-fifth of its
annual income. It provides visitors
a window onto Christ Church.

No-one, or at least no-one I was able
to contact, knows for sure when the
Bazaar was held for the first time.
Fred Smith seems to recollect that it
was shortly after the church
reopened, following its closure during
World War II. It was held in the
Ambassador’s residence during its
early years and, as June Schmiederer
recalls was “not really in aid of
anything”. Fred Smith confirms that
it was largely a social event when
“the ladies removed the
mothballs from their
best frocks to attend the
Bazaar, where they
made a beeline for the
tea stand”. Tea, he
reminds us, was a rare
commodity in those
days, and along with
cheese and other
goodies, provided a strong incentive
to come to the Church Bazaar, the
first of its kind in Vienna! There was
no publicity for the event to speak
of; the Ambassador invited members
of the diplomatic corps and members
of the congregation brought along
their friends and families. When a
Roman Catholic Ambassador was

appointed by Whitehall, it was no
longer permitted to hold the bazaar
in the Residence. On one, or possibly
two, occasions, another religious
establishment (opinions are divided
on whether the church in question
was Seventh Day Adventist, Baptist,
Methodist or something else
altogether) generously offered to
house the Bazaar, before it found a
more permanent spot at the Albert
Schweizer Haus in the ninth district.

Audrey Tschirk recalls collecting
second-hand clothes for sale at the
Bazaar and sorting them in the cellar
of the Ambassador’s Residence.
When this was also frowned upon,
she and other helpers were offered a
windowless cellar on the Salesianer-
gasse with no sanitation or
electricity. “It was very grim—cold
and smelly and there were rats”, she

shudders. She helped out
at the Bazaar in various
ways from 1958
onwards, making sweets
and cakes, and selling
clothes. On one embar-
rassing occasion, she
remembers selling
someone’s coat that had
been removed to allow

the owner to try on another garment!

Fred Gruber took over as Bazaar
Coordinator in 1983, assisted by Alan
Patzak. He well recalls his first
bazaar: the roads were covered in
black ice and driving conditions
extremely dangerous. Nonetheless,
there was a good turnout for the

j Christmas Bazaar
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Bazaar and it was a great success.
This encouraged Fred to continue as
Coordinator for a further five Bazaars.
Fred and Alan operated out of a small
gatehouse behind the Embassy,
located at that time on the Reisner-
strasse. Fred recalls that Alan always
had a coffee and cigarette waiting for
him when he arrived to sort through
items to sell. Tables were hired, and
a business friend of Fred’s lent them
a van to transport items between the
3rd and the 9th districts. “There was
always great competition among the
ladies for specific tables, calling for
a certain amount of diplomacy on my
part”, Fred remembers.

After six years, he handed the bazaar
organization over to Diana Dopheide
who negotiated a change of venue to
the Kursalon, where it was held until
the move to the current premises in
2000. Traditional British
Christmas items were not
easily available in shops
at that time. Onar and
Dick Benge used to
assemble boxes upon
boxes of Christmas
crackers, while Onar and
others baked Christmas
puddings and fruit cakes.
David Hope took over as Coordinator
in 2001 and introduced the formal
printing of raffle tickets listing the
main prizes. As a retired IAEA staff
member, he had helpful contacts in
the Vienna International Centre that
enabled the loan of chafing dishes
and warming ovens for the various
food stalls as well as the raffle drums.

Patrick Knox-Peebles
assumed responsibility
for the Bazaar in 2004
and his hands-on
approach and ability to
remain calm under
stress make him the
ideal person for the job.
Now in his third year as Coordinator,
Patrick began preparations for this
year’s Bazaar in September, spending
the larger part of the time contacting
sponsors for prizes for the raffle and
tombola.  Surprisingly, there has been
very little donor fatigue and most
sponsors continue to support the
Bazaar. In return, the Coordinator
ensures that they receive broad
publicity, firstly and most
importantly, through a Power Point
display projected onto a vaste screen
on the wall, by means of an electronic
beamer. The presentation includes

messages from 50
sponsors and runs
throughout the day.
Secondly, written adver-
tising material for visitors
is distributed around the
restaurant tables. After
the event, it is the
Coordinator’s respon-
sibility to thank each

sponsor in writing. As in the past, the
Bazaar’s main sponsors this year are
Brühl & Söhne (House of Gentlemen)
and “Erik Esbjerg” Walcher &
Schoenfeld (toiletries and other
items). Regrettably, no airline has
come forward with the offer of a free
flight, but Patrick is nevertheless
making sure that the main prize is

The Christ Church
Bazaar will take place
on 9 December 2006,
starting at 10.30 in the
Bundesgebäudeamt,
Vienna 1030. Bring
your entire family and
friends for a great day
and at the same time
support your church!

h
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something very tempting; it will
almost certainly be a flat-screen
television.

If work during the months leading up
to the Bazaar is by and large a one-
person job, during the last few weeks
before the event, some 100 helpers
are busy baking, sorting, labelling,
organizing their stalls and getting
ready for the big day. For a few, the
job began even earlier. Jennie and
Graham Ratcliffe once again went to
the Frankfurt Book Fair, bringing back
a vast quantity of books for children
and adults. Diana Dopheide remains
a staunch supporter of the Bazaar
and an invaluable crutch to a
succession of Coordinators. Patrick
Knox-Peebles points out that the
Bazaar is largely an open market-
place for the Church Shop, whose
helpers are responsible for the same
stall each year, and who spend many
of their shop hours preparing their
particular stalls. This means that
irrespective of whoever is
shouldering the main burden, the
Bazaar still involves an enormous
amount of additional work for Diana
and her helpers.

Each year sees an adjustment to the
entertainment and stalls. Visitors can
have portrait photos taken with or
without Santa at the Photo Corner.
For many years, Brenda Pressinger
gave a charming performance as Mrs.
Pick-a-pocket, but when she ‘retired’
from that role, no-one took her place.
Similarly, in the past Diana Dopheide
and friends would meet at her

j
apartment to create hand-made
items for sale at a designated
handicrafts stall. Time constraints
(and possibly a lack of volunteers?)
have led to the demise of that activity.
This year publicity has been
particularly effective as a result of the
sterling work of Wendy Barrett, who,
it would seem, has left no surface
untouched by the colourful flyers.

When the Bazaar opens its doors at
10.30, there will be a long queue
outside, entertained by piper Graeme
Hood whilst waiting to be first to grab
a bargain or taste some of the
culinary delights on offer. The three
restaurants in the middle of the
Festsaal offer African, Asian  and
European food and there will be a
well-stocked tea, coffee and cake
stand and the usual popular pub.  For
the next six hours, Bazaar helpers are
rushed off their feet while a stream
of visitors—a guesstimate puts it at
1,500—make their way around the
various stalls. Patrick will escort UK
Ambassador John Macgregor from
stall to stall. Once everyone has left,
the clearing up operation is a major
exercise, and volunteers who were
not involved in other activities or who
believe they will still have the energy,
might like to offer their help to
Patrick. Already, 18 pupils from the
VIS have volunteered their services.

The next issue of Crossways, to
appear in February 2007, will include
a report of what, we all trust, will be
the most enjoyable and most
successful  Bazaar ever! �
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Glancing nervously at the clock for the umpteenth time, she lowered the
temperature of the oven and once again checked that the vegetables on the
stove were not overcooked. The strident ring of her Post Office issue telephone
interrupted her thoughts. She mouthed a silent prayer: “Dear God, please don’t
let anything spoil this Christmas. Make it a joyful and memorable one for all of
us”. Nevertheless, even before she had crossed the room to answer the phone
in the small hallway, she knew, with a chilling certainty, what she would hear:
congestion on the snowy motorway, her son-in-law’s unscheduled business
engagement, an imminent migraine. Her easy assurances, forced yet cheerful,
gave way to crippling disappointment as she shakily replaced the handset on
its cradle. Mechanically, she removed three sets of cutlery from the gaily
decorated dining table, one of the few items of furniture from the old house
that she had managed to cram into her small council flat.

The second call was unexpected and the shock at the carefully rehearsed words
of her first-born—her tired, dutiful, but loving son with the highly-strung wife
and self-absorbed children—robbed her of her breath. When her response
eventually came it was wooden, until sympathy at the weary resignation in
the voice of her son broke down her defences. Both knew that their respective
words were a lie. United over the years by a common submissiveness and
desire to keep the peace at all costs, she shared her son’s unhappiness as he
stumbled over his explanation of Anna’s slight fever and the perceived folly of
venturing outside in the cold. Her anticipated joy at the excited  faces of her
grandchildren as they unwrapped their gifts—gifts that a youthful yet
condescending salesman had convinced her were the object of desire of every
nine, ten and twelve-year old—drained from her and she sank into a chair.

After a few moments, she glanced round her tiny flat that despite the meager
furnishings, looked festive and welcoming. The red tapered candles—a
Christmas indulgence—were waiting to be lit as soon as the doorbell rang.
The ancient decorations, salvaged from boxes that her well-intentioned children
had packed for a jumble sale, still managed to glisten on the small tree. The
dinner, in the final stages of preparation in the kitchen, was for eight people. It
had cost her more than her housekeeping budget for three months, yet it had
been money spent in hopeful expectation. She had no freezer, no way of
preserving the food, and in any event, she doubted whether she would be able
to swallow turkey and disappointment in one mouthful. When she switched

25

A Christmas to remember
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off the radio with its almost mocking cheerful Christmas songs, the silence
engulfed her.

Not one to indulge in self-pity, she roused herself after a minute, and went to
her front door. Stepping out onto the unlit corridor, she hesitated before the
flat opposite hers. Tentatively at first, then more resolutely, she rang the bell.
The young man who opened the door was a relatively new tenant, as was his
dark-haired wife and small son with the wide black eyes. Quiet, distant yet
seemingly courteous, they had mumbled greetings on the stairway, and on
two occasions the young man had carried her shopping bags up the three
flights to her flat. Now he was looking at her enquiringly, perplexed and at a
loss to enquire politely in anything but his own language how he could help
her. Her words came out in a stream. The young man did not catch them all,
but the gist was clear: he, his wife and son were being invited to dinner. Far
from his own parents and his own land, he was touched at this the very first
overture of hospitality that had been extended to his family in their new
homeland and offered his stumbling yet grateful acceptance.

Heartened, she climbed the stairs to the fourth floor and rang the bell at flat
15. The elderly widower who eventually opened the door did not hear well, yet
his circumstances were such that the offer of a warm dinner was not an
invitation to be declined. Without further ado, he shuffled back into his bedroom
to change into an aged yet still respectable jacket and tie. Flat 2 belonged to a
retired schoolteacher and her frail, semi-invalid mother. The young man from
flat 11 offered to carry the slight 89-year old up the stairs.

It was only when she climbed the stairs to flat 19, on the sixth floor, that her
hand hesitated before reaching for the bell. The defiant teenager with the
aggressive hairstyle and tattooed arms who occupied the flat had carefully
avoided eye contact on the few occasions their paths had crossed. Invariably
huddled in a black cloak that had seen better days, the girl appeared to carry
the weight of her entire generation on her narrow shoulders. There had been a
young man once, with a wild look and scarred arms, but he had left some
months ago. The small, pinched face that encountered hers once she had
plucked up courage to ring the bell, was red-eyed and blotchy. Hugging her
arms around the unmistakable bulge, enhanced rather than concealed by a
black, tent-like garment, the girl’s expression was one of suspicion rather than
aggression when she saw the old lady standing awkwardly on the threshold. It
took a considerable amount of convincing and a series of monosyllabic replies
before the girl reluctantly agreed to join the spontaneous party, but not before
she shuffled back into her flat to return with a small kitten.

26
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Two hours later, Peter was amazed to hear voices and laughter coming from
his mother’s third floor flat. He stopped in his tracks, his hand raised to press
the bell, believing for a moment that he had mistaken the door. A caring son,
despite everything, he was surprised how readily his wife had finally allowed
him to visit his mother alone, confirming what he had always believed of his
beloved: she a self-centred, temperamental woman with a good heart. He had
to ring the bell three times before the door opened, and he stood speechless as
he witnessed the scene in front of him. The flickering candles, the grumpy old
man from flat 15 brandishing a carving knife; the invalid and her spinster
daughter, rosy-cheeked and somewhat dishevelled, next to a bottle of Pinot
Noir; the southern woman clad in his mother’s apron, serving second helpings
of what looked like a feast for a king; the toddler settled in his father’s arms,
cradling a kitten and gazing in wonder at the Christmas tree; and the pregnant,
punk teenager, reclining in his mother’s best easy chair, beaming at the
unexpected care and attention lavished on her by the rest of the party.

Instead of the perfunctory kiss, he held his mother tightly in his arms before
allowing  himself to be led by the hand into the living room and introduced to
her new friends. The evening progressed well. The elderly invalid had a strong,
melodious voice and led the singing. Even the young foreigners were able to
join in. No-one was silent, each had a story to share and Peter relived some of
the warmth and enchantment of his childhood Christmas Eves when his father
was still alive. Suddenly the young girl gave a loud moan, rocking backwards
and forwards in her seat. Her frightened eyes sought those of Peter’s mother,
who hurried to her side. Normally a first child does not come unannounced,
she thought, wondering that the contractions seemed to be both strong and
frequent. In response to his mother’s silent request, Peter took out his car keys
and announced that he would bring the car to the front door. The young foreigner
gently gathered up the girl in his arms and carried her downstairs. The entire
party followed to wish her goodnight, good luck and merry Christmas.

The young girl clung to Peter’s mother in the car and refused to let go of her
when they arrived at the hospital. Staff doubtless assumed they were dealing
with a mother and daughter and made no move to separate the two. In the
delivery room, Peter’s mother held the girl’s hand, mopped her brow and
encouraged her to follow the midwife’s instructions. Five minutes before
midnight, the little boy was born. She gazed in wonder at the tiny wrinkled
face, as yet oblivious to the fact that the final few hours before his birth had
secured him a better future. The doctors handed her the scissors to cut the
umbilical cord. She hugged the proud mother, laughing and crying, as she
offered a silent prayer of thanks to God for giving her a Christmas to remember.
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Dates for yDates for yDates for yDates for yDates for your Diarour Diarour Diarour Diarour Diaryyyyy

DATE TIME                  EVENT

Dec.2(Sat) 16.00 The Peaceable Kingdom – music theatre
19.00 by Martha Schwediauer Southwick

Dec.3 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service
Dec.5 (Tues) 18.30 Sunday School meeting and bring &

share supper
Dec.6 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group: The Death of Ivan Ilych

by Leo Tolstoy
Dec.9 (Sat) 10.30 Christ Church Bazaar 10.30-16.30
Dec.10(Sun) 16.00 Brian Attwell sing-along
Dec.12 (Tues) 18.00 Chaplaincy Council
Dec.13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Dec.15(Fri) 19.30 Taizé Worship
Dec.16(Sat) 18.00 Christmas Carol sing-along at Mariedl

Page’s with bring & share supper
Dec.17(Sun) 10.00 Children’s Nativity and Family

Eucharist
18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

Dec. 21 (Thurs) 18.00 Christmas Service in Klagenfurt
Christmas Eve (Sun)  22.45 Midnight Mass
Dec.25(Mon) 08.00 Said Eucharist
Christmas Day 10.00 Sung Eucharist

2007
January 6 (Sat) 10.00 Sung Eucharist for Epiphany
January 9 (Tues) 18.30 ‘Soundings’ restarts
Janaury 12 (Fri) 19.30 Taizé Worship
January 17(Wed) 19.00 Service for Tag des Judentums at the

Evangelische Kirche, Vienna1060
January 18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 21 (Sun) 16.00 Austrian National Ecumenical Service
Feb.2(Fri) 19.00 Bring and share hosted by Julie Krejci
Feb.16(Fri) 19.30 Taizé Worship
Feb.21(Wed) 19.00 Ash Wednesday: celebrant Bishop

Geoffrey
Feb.22(Thurs) 19.00 Bishop Geoffrey to deliver a lecture on

‘The theology of glory in the Church of
England’

Feb.26 Lent Groups start this week
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Personal Ads
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Computer Doctor Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your
computers. Instructs in use of
software. Fast and reliable, at
affordable prices. Tel: 0650/689 5757
www.computerdoctorvienna.com

Antique furniture restorer
If you are looking for the services of a
craftsman to restore your antique
furniture who has 20 years’ experience
in his profession, contact Richard
Addison on 01/892 0078 or send an
email to richard@addison.at. He
speaks both English and German and
is highly recommended by Sally Wells

This space is reserved for members of
the congregation to place private ads.
Others will be asked to pay a small
charge to help towards printing costs.

Wolfgang Reiter

?
Tony and Myung Hayes

Jam Jars needed!
Looking ahead to next year’s Bazaar,
Rosemary Moravec would be grateful
for a large quantity of clean jam jars,
without labels and if possible of a
uniform size so that she can prepare
jams and preserves. Please bring them
to the Church Shop in a bag marked
with her name.

Solution to Who’s Who quiz on p.10
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:

Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

www.christchurchvienna.org
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