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The deadline for the next issue of
CROSSWAYS is 19 November,
Please send personal ads or articles
to be considered for publication to:
office@christchurchvienna.org,
copy to: crossways@aon.at or hand
them in to the Church Office.

This issue of Crossways is the ninth and by now
most people have stopped referring to it as “The Bulletin”
and are used to the new format. Apart from a couple of
emails and four telephone calls, there has been little
feedback on what people like, or don’t like, about the
magazine. One reader lamented the fact that the cover
did not always look, at first glance, like a church
magazine—a helpful comment. Another appreciated the
‘unstuffiness’ of the new design and articles. Other
suggestions for improvement would be very welcome
(even if they do turn out to be mutually exclusive!),
particularly if they represent a cross-section of the
readership.

Enclosed in this issue of the magazine is a payment slip.
If everyone who receives Crossways were to
contribute towards printing and postage, it would be
possible to cover costs. At the same time, it would give
an indication of the magazine’s ‘approval rating’ among
the congregation. Since finances differ from household
to household, any contribution—whether greater or less
than the recommended amount—would be welcome.

At a time when the leaves are just beginning to turn,
and the Indian summer is extending into an Indian
autumn, it is difficult to think about Christmas. Yet the
Coordinator of the Christ Church Christmas Bazaar and
his team are already fully engaged in preparations. A
huge amount of work goes into an event that lasts a
mere six hours so we need to attract as many visitors as
possible. Something each member of the congregation
can do is to publicize the event among friends,
acquaintances, neighbours and colleagues. The Bazaar
venue is large enough to accommodate an even bigger
crowd than we have had in the past. It is gratifying to
see familiar faces from the local Viennese community
visiting the Bazaar year after year: families, young
couples, older folks. Last year, one elderly lady with
walking difficulties, confided that the Christ Church
Bazaar was one of the highlights of her year. While
responsibility for organization falls largely on the
Coordinator’s shoulders, the success of the Bazaar
depends on our combined efforts as a community.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

In September, the famous Hitler biographer and publisher Joachim
Fest (1926-2006) died. It surprised me a little to read that his real
interest was the Italian Renaissance and not the Nazi régime. It
was out of a sense of intellectual duty that researching the Nazi
régime was to become his life’s work. It was Hannah Arendt (1906-
1975), the famous Jewish German philosopher, who called on him
to devote his intellectual capabilities to the task of trying to

understand how the high culture of the German people could lead to the tragedy
of Nazism, the Second World War and the Shoah. I was touched to read in
Arik Brauer’s (b. 1929) autobiography Die Farben meines Lebens (The colours of
my life) his father’s estimate that Nazism would pass. It would pass because
the German people would remind themselves of their high culture. This would
lead them to distance themselves from the absurdity of Nazism.  Joachim
Fest’s engagement with Nazism led him to this conclusion: “The true wonder
is that the good exists.” (Das wirkliche Wunder ist, dass das Gute existiert.)
This from one whose true love was the Renaissance.  Last night I happened to
be looking at a guide of the National Gallery, London, which had me exclaiming
what wonderful and engaging pictures this collection houses.

It is Joachim Fest’s estimate that the real wonder is that the good exists at all
that I want to touch on in this column.  Joachim Fest’s estimate is not one that
I share. I do not share it because of my Christian understanding. God is good
and that which he has created is in essence good. This is the premise from
which a Christian begins. He or she begins by asserting creation’s fundamental
goodness. There are many anthems and hymns that sing of God’s goodness in
creation. Think of this phrase from the Te Deum, “Heaven and earth are full of
the majesty of thy glory”. Man’s inhumanity towards man coupled with greed,
lust and a tendency to constantly misappropriate power should not lead the
Christian to doubt God’s goodness in creation or his good purposes in Jesus
Christ which led the author of the Prayer of Humble Access to write knowingly
about God “whose property is always to show mercy.”

Christopher Meyer (b. 1944) writes in DC Confidential, a book which documents
his time as the British Ambassador to the USA, that it became his custom not
only to deliver speeches to politicians, opinion makers or members of the
business community, but more and more to students. He writes, “I gave a
speech or two, either to business groups or those interested in foreign affairs.
Increasingly I spoke to students at universities: I liked doing this because they
challenged your assumptions from first principles.” (page 145, 2005)

In whatever we are doing or whatever at this present moment is shaping us –
our work, our relationships, our state of health, the personal tragedies etc. –
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underlying all of these is a good and a goodness that cannot be diminished
because of God, who looking on his creation affirms its essential goodness.
We need always to be reminding ourselves of our ‘first principles’.

I can understand that a life’s preoccupation with Nazism together with the
suffering unleashed through that régime and coupled with the resulting
consequences for Europe can lead to Fest’s estimate about the place of good
in the world. It is therefore all the more important to learn to celebrate that
which is good. Newspapers are notoriously bad at reporting good news. Every
day there is something that we can give thanks for. They may be little things,
but our tendency to take the good for granted can lead a person to having a
skewed perception of the world in which we live. Of course, there is much that
is amiss in the world, sin is a constant reality. God’s kingdom seemingly more
absent than present. Our sin, the sin of our neighbour and our collective sin of
accepting attitudes that are contrary to the Gospel are an ever present reality.
These call us to be on guard. They call us to be vigilant.

At Christ Church, Vienna, we have been thinking about children. The Revd.
Sally Wells in her farewell sermon asked us never to neglect the gift of wonder
which is an inherent quality of children. To wonder is to see the good and to
name the goodness that is present in our lives, communities and the world,
and seeing it, to strive that that good may be multiplied. When some of our
church children recently saw our Bishop, who was robed in his red vestments
for the confirmation service, they became very excited! Why? Because St
Nicholas had come to visit!

As we prepare to mark Remembrance Day once again we will not only
remember the sin of the world, but we will give thanks for friendships formed
in the cauldron of war, for acts of extreme self-sacrifice, where a friend laid
down his life for a friend. We will remember all who fulfilled their duty in
pursuit of a greater good. Duty can be a good when it is properly guided and
shaped.

The good is not absent from the world. Our duty and our joy is to will the
good. It is a choice we have to make - daily! This can involve sacrifice, but as
the second collect of Morning Prayer reminds us: perfect freedom is found in
the service of God.  We need to will the good guided by the teaching and
example of Jesus Christ. Of him we say and we sing that he is “Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”
(Isaiah 9.6)

November 2006 for print.pmd 11/21/2006, 3:16 PM5



6

The Archdeaconry Synod

On 26 September, Clergy and Lay
Representatives from our Eastern
Archdeaconry arrived at the
Pallottihaus in Hietzing from
Ankara, Andros, Athens, Belgrade,
Bucharest, Budapest, Corfu, Izmir,
Kiev, Moscow, Prague, St. Petersburg,
Warsaw and Zagreb, to join us from
Vienna on the occasion of the Synod
of the Eastern Archdeaconry.  Absent,
alas, were those from Istanbul.
Diocesan Bishop Geoffrey Rowell, his
new Chaplain and Office Manager
Revd. Kevin O’Brien and Adrian
Mumford, our Diocesan Secretary,

came from London. Special guest
participant was Mrs. Anne Turner
from Belgium, one of the two Lay
Representatives of our dioscese at the
General Synod. We greeted old friends
and made acquaintance with new.

Prayer is an integral part at Synods,
worshipping together a personal joy.
We began with evening prayer at

17.00 followed by dinner, then our
Archdeacon gave a review of the past
year; as Archdeacon, our Chaplain
presides over the Synod. There was  an
optional compline at 21.30. General
conversation continued  in small
groups over drinks well into the night.

Our day began with Holy Com-
munion, followed by breakfast,
morning prayer and Bible study. After
coffee, we heard talks by invited
speakers before breaking for lunch.
Sessions continued throughout the
afternoon and evening, stopping for
tea and supper, before compline and
time together—a fully packed day.

Bible study this year was led by Sister
Frances Dominica, an Anglican nun
(former Mother Superior at All Saints
Convent, Oxford), whose personal life
story was spellbinding. On several
occasions many of us (men included)
surreptitiously wiped our eyes! She
founded Helen House to take care of
children with life threatening and
terminal illness and there is now also
Douglas House. Tales of children’s
faith, their knowledge of the severity
of their illness and how they faced
dying and death, were moving to say
the least. While on a visit to Ghana,
she had witnessed the desperate
situation of a baby who had been
taken from a well, covered in slime,
with little hope of survival, and she
had asked to take care of him. The
formalities were fast-forwarded and
soon the little boy was taken to
England! There were peals of laughter
when she related how she had broken
the news of the impending arrival to

The diocese of Europe stretches from Western Europe to
Mongolia, each region overseen by an Archdeacon. The
Eastern Archdeaconry, led by Archdeacon Patrick Curran,
meets once a year in a different venue, to discuss matters
of pastural care, mission and business. All clergy and some
lay members of the Church Council participate in the
Archdeaconry Synod which draws together representatives
from all the Churches in the Archdeaconry. A small number
of these attend the Diocesan Synod, the main policy-
making body of the diocese, and the General Synod, where
Church legislation and policy are made in the light of
discussions at each of the other levels. This year, the
Eastern Archdeaconry Synod was held in Vienna. Ed.
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the Sisters: “By the way, we’re
expecting a baby”. That was 16 years
ago, and Kojo, we learned, would tell
his school friends, “my Mum is a
nun!”. For more about this amazing
woman and her story, see
www.helenanddouglas.org.uk.

The Speakers were well chosen, “our
own” Christa Pongratz-Lippett talked
about Roman Catholic Austria today,
and in the next session the topic was
‘Minority Ethnic Concerns’, presented
by Mrs. Dorothy Stewart and the Revd.
Ruth Worsley from England. Professor
Helmut Nausner spoke on the social
mission statement from the
Ecumenical Council of Churches in
Austria. Oberkirchenrat Dr. Michael
Bünker, of the Protestant church in
Austria, who is also the General
Secretary of the Community of
Protestant Churches in Europe
(CPCE—the Leuenberg Church
Fellowship), gave a Protestant
perspective of the Church and society
in Austria. Diocesan secretary  Adrian
Mumford spoke on ‘Communication
and administration: what has

changed over the last ten years?’
There was time for questions and
answers.

Each Chaplaincy presented a report
describing the highs and the lows.
What struck me was the optimism
expressed by each despite the
difficulties. Congregations are
generally small, drawn from an
diminishing number of English
language people, but the feeling
remains vibrant. Most do not have
their own church buildings so depend
on the generosity and kindness of
other churches, usually the Roman
Catholic church. Here a quote from
Bucharest: “Most people have an
Orthodox background and the native
English speakers come from all
denominations including the Roman
Catholic church. Hymn selection is
interesting; the Orthodox have no
tradition of singing hymns and the
Americans and British have no
common fund of hymns.”

An American businessman who is an
ordained Episcopalian priest, holds

Vienna, 26–30 September

       �
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the fort as honorary Assistant
Chaplain in Warsaw until a new
Chaplain can be found. It is hoped
that a church-owned building with
four apartments, destroyed in 1944,
will be returned as this would provide
accommodation for the new Chaplain
and income for the parish. Problems
with church buildings figured also in
St. Petersburg and Moscow. Corfu has
thousands of English retirees as well
as small pockets on nearby islands.
Not many support the church, but as
in so many other areas, demand the
ministry of a priest when needed.
Ankara is heavily involved in charity
work, raising over $70,000 for
orphanages, hospitals and handi-
capped children throughout Turkey,
not to mention the work with
refugees, as is the case with Istanbul.
At the service in Gallipoli on ANZAC
day, over 20,000 people come from
Australia and New Zealand! Prague
has a thriving young children’s group
called the Rugrats; there is also a
Wednesday prayer breakfast for a
small but dedicated group. In Andros
(a congregation belonging to Greater
Athens chaplaincy) the weekly
Eucharist is celebrated on the large
patio of the chaplain’s home. The

Harvest Festival is held
in a local Taverna and
last year one man
suggested that visitors
bring items not readily
available on the island
for auction. He and his
wife delivered a full
suitcase and the
auction was a great
success. Athens has a

steady stream of foreign groups, many
on pilgrimages since the turmoil in the
Holy Land. Religious tourism is
popular as Greece has many biblical
references. Special prayers were asked
for the congregations in Ulaanbaatar
and Belgrade; the Chaplain also has
oversight in Sarajevo and Skopje. We
learned from our shared experiences
and this time together should not be
trivialized.

On Thursday evening, we attended
Choral Evensong at Christ Church and
Bishop Geoffrey preached.
Ecumenical guests were also present.
Afterwards, H.E. Mr John Macgregor
invited us to a supper at the
Residence. He is indeed a good friend
to Christ Church. On Friday morning
our thoughts turned to Vienna’s Long
Night of the Churches. Bernhard Linse
described this successful venture,
made possible by close collaboration
between churches in the National
Council of Austrian Churches. Later
that morning Bishop Geoffrey
informed us about developments in
both the Church of England and the
wider Anglican Communion.

It was glorious weather when we set
out after lunch to Dürnstein, Melk
Abbey and Mary’s Heurige in the
Wachau. At Melk, we were welcomed
by the Abbott, Dr. Burkhardt Ellegast,
with wine from the cellar and a guided
tour followed by a very hospitable
reception. Evening prayer was held in
one of the beautiful chapels. But all
good things must end and the next
morning it was time to say goodbye
until next year, Deo volente.

The retired abbott at Melk, Burkhard Ellegast,
Archdeacon Patrick and Bishop Geoffrey

�
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The Bishop comes to town

Newly confirmed members of Christ Church and two admitted to the Anglican Church pose with
Bishop Geoffrey Rowell. From left to right: Tommy Wunsch, Angela Peake-Herzog, and Olivia
Peake,Timmy Visjager, Chukwuma Agu, Samuel Ogunfojuri and Stevie Lule.

The Ven. Patrick Curran, Rev. Kevin O‘Brien
and Bishop Geoffrey Rowell

The convening of the Archdeaconry
Synod in Vienna and Confirmation
at Christ Church, provided an
opportunity for a  visit of our Bishop,
the Rt. Revd. Dr. Geoffrey Rowell,
Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe. On
Thursday, 28 September, the Bishop
attended a Choral Evensong and gave
an interesting and thought-
provoking sermon. The following

The confirmation was witnessed by the Christ
Church congregation

�

Sunday saw the confirmation of four
candidates and the admission into
the Church of England of two others.
In contrast to recent years, the
Confirmation,  took place during the
10.00 Sunday service, giving the
congregation an opportunity to
participate in the happy occasion
and welcome the newly confirmed as
full members into our church.
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Crossways continues with its presentation of members of the
community. The aim is to get to know each other better and to put
a name to a familiar face. The subjects are chosen at random from
among the congregation. To make matters more interesting, photos
of the people featured appear at the end of the magazine.

Who’s Who in Christ Church??

This young couple are relative newcomers to Vienna, arriving in
October 2001 when HE was assigned to a job in UNIDO headquarters,
after several years working at the UNIDO Office in Lagos. Our mystery pair
were married, according to local tradition, in the bride’s village as well as
the civil court, shortly before they left for Vienna. In July 2003, their marriage
was blessed in Christ Church. The husband, whose full Ibo name translates
to “God is greater than the doctor”, had in fact wanted to pursue a career in
medicine until his strong aversion to hospitals convinced him to seek an

alternative career. After a degree in bio-chemistry and a masters
in environmental chemistry, he went on to earn a doctorate. His
interest in the environment was nothing new: between high
school and university he had worked for an oceanographic and
marine research institute in Lagos. In a full circle, his work in
UNIDO is in the field of water management. His wife, who was
born a Catholic, was the fourth in a family of seven children,
and both her parents and most of her five brothers are bankers,
although her parents have since retired. In the family tradition,
she studied finance and banking, and was completing an
industrial atttachment in a bank when she was introduced to
her future husband by her best friend. Her Nigerian first name

translates to “God is with us, which is a comfort”, given to her since the
sibling immediately preceding her had died shortly before her birth.

It was some time after their arrival in Vienna that they learned of the existence
of Christ Church through the Nigerian Embassy. They immediately felt at
home with the mode of worship and multicultural setting and enjoy the
coffee-time, after the 10.00 service, when people can get to know each other.
Like many wives whose husbands are frequently away on mission, Mrs. X is
sometimes lonely and so far has been unsuccessful in her attempts to find a
job in her profession. Settling in Vienna always falls hardest on the non-
working spouse who does not have friends and colleagues at work to relieve
the sense of isolation. Fortunately, she has good Austrian neighbours who
have become friends, and she is learning German. While she has no problem
writing German, she is still a little shy to speak it. One gift she inherited
from her mother are her baking skills, and she is often asked to make birthday
or wedding cakes for their friends (Bazaar cake-stand organizers, take good

Mystery
couple
no. 1
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Anyone who thinks of Mr. Y in terms of Mrs. Y’s husband is short-
changing themselves. Mystery person no. 2 is a charming and interesting
conversation partner in his own right, with a sense of humour and twinkle
in his eye. Born in Tirol and brought up in wartime Austria, he not only
completed his secondary education by taking evening classes at the
Handelsakademie, but went on obtain the title of Master of Law. He came
to Vienna in 1956, and for an impressive 36 years worked for the Austrian
post office, moving up the ladder when he acquired his academic
qualifications. By the time he retired in 1995, he had a very responsible
job, supervising a team that controlled some1,400 post offices in Vienna,
Lower Austria and Burgenland. Any mixed feelings he might have had at
his early retirement—prompted by the need to care for a terminally ill
wife—were counterbalanced by his reservations at the manner in which
the post office in Austria was eventually privatized.

He met his present wife at a health farm in 1997 where they had gone
independently to shed a few kilos (most surprising since they are both on
the slim side of normal!). Back in Vienna, they deepened their acquaintance
and their marriage was blessed in Christ Church in 2004. Mr. Y was happy
to exchange city life for that of the gentleman farmer, and enjoys the hours
he spends tending their large property some 17 km south of Vienna. When
he is not wielding a pickaxe, he gets out his golf-clubs. Both he and his wife
are keen players, but he readily admits that her handicap is better than his!

Born a Roman Catholic, he had sung in his church choir as a boy, but
hastened to add that it was his crush on one of the choirgirls rather than
the joy of singing that brought him there. He did not know Christ Church
before he was introduced by his wife, but was immediately struck by the
friendly, supportive atmosphere. It was, he felt, like a big family that drew
him in despite the fact that he was neither Anglican nor very fluent in
English.  Over the years, his English has improved and he is able to
contribute to Christ Church in many ways, including his tasks as Auditor.
With an adult son and daughter, he has not entirely given up hope of
having grandchildren, but in the meantime leads the life of an active retiree.

note!). She is learning to drive, and hopes that once she has a licence, she
will be able to get out more and meet new friends, something she enjoys
very much. The couple live in a Reihenhaus in Essling, with a beautiful
garden tended by her husband. When he is not working, travelling or
gardening, he likes to read or take photos. His friends joke that he is never
seen without his camera, snapping his wife (who makes a strikingly beautiful
model), friends and other subjects on every possible occasion.

�
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The Nigerian Community

One of the joys of Christ Church
is its cultural diversity. And yet,
despite the gradual addition of
worshippers from a range of
countries and  denominations, it
has not become a melting pot. The
character of Christ Church has been
strengthened rather than diluted by
the advent of people whose  abiding
respect for the dignity and solemnity
of the Anglican Church was the very
reason they sought out Christ Church
in the first place.

There are, of course, congregations
within congregations, one of the
largest and most constant of these
being the Nigerian community that
began to settle in Vienna from the
1970s. Many  came to work in one of
the international organizations with
their headquarters in Vienna, while
others arrived as students and were
integrated into an Austrian way of
life. There are some musicians
among the community who have
made their name in Austria. Actor
Frank Oladeinde is a familiar face on
the popular television series
“Kaisermühlen Blues”, while other
Nigerians hold important positions
as journalists, doctors, engineers,
and different professions. It is
gratifying to see that so many
Nigerian children, from infants to
teenagers, are regular members of
the congregation.

Since no accurate figures are
available for the distribution of
religions in Nigeria, the official and

politically correct breakdown is 45%
Christian, 45% Muslin and 10%
other, predominantly indigenous,
religions. Christians includes Roman
Catholics, Anglicans, Baptists,
Methodists, Presbyterians and a
growing number of Evangelical and
Pentecostal Christians. The number
of Nigerians living in Austria is also
unknown, since many have married
Austrians and adopted the
nationality themselves.

Although the rest of the congregation
welcomes the rare occasions when
the Nigerians, joined by other
Africans, break into spontaneous
song and dance to the beat of their
own national instruments, some
Nigerians themselves prefer a
subdued rather than a boisterous
service. “Drumming is not part of the
Anglican tradition”, observed one
member of the community,
reaffirming that most Nigerians
appreciate the solemnity of an
Anglican service. For those whose
toes like to tap to the  rhythm of
African music, the annual Nigerian
Fest is definitely the place to be.

The first Nigerian Fest was held in
September 1997 at the home of
Godswill and Ada Madueme. As  a
senior, key member of the Nigerian
community at Christ Church,
Godswill started hosting parties and
potluck lunches in the late 1980s for
members of the Nigerian community
who were leaving Vienna at the end
of their assignments. When, in 1997,
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the Church decided to purchase the
Chaplain’s flat by taking a bank loan,
Godswill and his friends pledged that
the Nigerian community would do its
part towards fund raising.

This was the birth of the Nigerian
community as a formal entity as well
as the  launch of the Nigerian Fest.
“It was a new challenge”, Godswill
recalls. “Meetings were held and sub-
committees formed to cover various
aspects such as the arrangement and
clean up of the venue, logistics,
entertainment, music, food, drinks,
tickets, donations, tombola, publicity
and special attractions. Fortunately,
my wife and I lived in a house with a
large garden and we offered our place
in the 22nd district for the Fest.”

Conceived primarily as a fund-
raising activity for the Chaplain’s flat,
by 2000 it had assumed a second
important function. Nigerian Fest III,
held in January 2000, was different
in two respects: the larger scope and
different format of the activities
demanded a more spacious venue
and it was decided to hold the event
at the church hall of St. Martin’s  in
the 22nd district. Secondly, that
particular Fest represented the
community’s send-off party for the
Revd. Jeremy and Min Peake. The
group was glad of the contribution
and support of friends and other
congregation members and decided
to announce future events under the
auspices of the ‘Nigerian community
and friends at Christ Church’. The

fourth Nigerian Fest served the dual
purpose of welcoming the Ven.
Patrick Curran to Christ Church and
giving him an opportunity to meet
his congregation in a social context.
The next Fest was conceived as an
ideal occasion to bring together
newcomers and visitors to Christ
Church and draw them into the
church family.

Godswill and Ada left Vienna when
Godswill retired from the IAEA, and
they now spend much of their time
in North Carolina although they are
regular visitors to Vienna. Godswill’s
grave, composed lesson-reading was
a pleasure we all miss and the
prominent role both he and Ada
played in our Church is not forgotten.

The annual Fest is obviously not the
only contribution that our Nigerian
friends make to Christ Church. Each
year, they give us an opportunity to
savour the Nigerian cuisine at the
Christmas Bazaar and they are active
in almost every branch of the
Church’s activities. �
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Nigerian Night

The Nigerian Fest on 7 October
was held for the first time at the
conveniently located hall of the
Christ, Hope of the World Church,
near the Vienna International Centre.
Anyone unaccustomed to the African
concept of time would have
wondered where everyone was when
the announced opening hour of 17.00
came and went. They might have
worried, with some justification, that
another important Nigerian event,
scheduled for the same day, had
drawn some of the Christ Church
community. Their fears were soon
allayed as families arrived and the

large hall gradually filled to capacity.
The noise level was impressive, but
what was even more remarkable, in
the words of Sam Ifeagwu, was that
Valentine Ogunya, a man with “a soft
voice and a soft touch in the mode of
the best diplomats of our time” had
led the organization of what was no
simple task.

That everyone had fun is obvious
from the photos. Congratulations to
Valentine and his team for once again
affording the congregation an
opportunity to enjoy a wonderful
evening together.�
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Sunday, 24 September was at once a sad and a joyful occasion for
the Christ Church congregation. There were many tears, as members
of the congregation listened to the Revd. Sally Wells’ parting sermon, a
few days before she and husband Andrew left Austria for France and a
well deserved retirement. There was, however, joy in the memory of many
happy shared years. There was a smile on the faces of the entire congre-
gation as our African members led us through a traditional hymn, ac-
companied by an assortment of percussion instruments. The Sunday
School, led by Claus Vogl, helped us with the difficult bits.

In addition to treasured memories of their time in Vienna, Sally and Andrew
took with them a special reminder of Christ Church: a beautiful water-
colour painting of the altar window by Christine Kohlmann. The other
gift—in a discreet envelope—will be used by Sally to buy a communion
set once she is settled in their new home.

That Sunday also marked the admission to Holy Communion of some of
the younger members of the congregation, who together with their par-
ents, received a blessing as well as their first communion.

A Sunday to Remember

�
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In 2000, shortly after my arrival, the Council asked if all those attending
church could wear name tags for a period of time as there was a great deal
of uncertainty about peoples names. In my article for the July/August 2000
edition of the bulletin I took as my biblical quote, ‘I am the good shepherd,
and know my sheep and am known by them’. At the time I wrote that as
Christians we believe ourselves to be known by God by name. ‘Our God is a
personal God, a God of relationship.’ Since 2000 many people have come
and gone. The Council agrees that it is time to try and get to know each
other a little better and that the wearing of name tags for a short period will
help. The first Sunday will be 8 October finishing on Sunday 26 November.
Please support this effort for the good of the community. PBC

An organ concert will take place in Christ Church on 29 November at 19.30.
The concept of “Freedom and Order” has always guided composers
throughout history. To try out the limits of freedom still remaining within
the borders of  art is one of the main fascinations of music. The programme
will explore this aspect in works by William Byrd (1543-1623), Girolamo
Frescobaldi (1583-1643), Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) and Johann
Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). The organist is Lourenço César Finatti, who
studied organ and piano in Bremen, São Paulo and Vienna.

‘Soundings’ is a church based discussion group that meets on Tuesdays.
The ‘Soundings’ co-ordinator is the Chaplain. Soup is provided from 18.30
onwards. Formal sessions begin soon after 19.00.  We aim to finish by 20.30.
Participants take turns making soup and providing bread and fresh fruit. It
would be good if 10 - 12 people could commit to this venture.

Following last year’s success, there will be another Sing-Along Messiah on
Sunday, 19 November at the home of Flora Collingwood, followed by a bring
‘n share supper. Please inform Flora, tel. 0699/12361728, email
flora.collingwood@inode.at or Gudrun, tel. 0699/10691058, email
gudrun.winkler@utanet.at if you would like to attend. Flora’s address is:
Piaristengasse 38/11, 1080 Vienna.

Christina Stevens is hosting a fund-raising concert for Christ Church at her
home in the first district (Rathausstraße 7, door 63) on Saturday, 25
November at 17.00. Members of the choir and friends will be treating us to
some classical and popular pieces, and there will be a piano and violin
duet. Christina and Flora will be singing Rossini’s Cat Duet. Tickets of EURO
12 will also cover drinks and finger food.
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Christ Church ‘Bring ‘n Share’ meals are a good way to get to know each
other better. But what exactly is involved? Generally, drinks are provided
and so it is simply a case of bringing a dish of food to share with others. We
aim to provide a mixed buffet and it is always worth bearing in mind that
most people will want to try a little bit of everything. In order to facilitate
planning, a list will go up in plenty of time to sign and indicate which dish
you would like to bring. We look forward to seeing you in the future!

Prayers for the departed will be said at the Church on Thursday, 2 November
at 17.30. Please enter those departed loved ones for whom you would ask us
to pray on the list at the back of the Church. We will especially pray for
those members of Christ Church who died during the past year.

A solemn Sung Eucharist will be celebrated at Christ Church on the Feast of
All Saints (Wednesday, 1 November) at 10 a.m.

Please note that the Vienna Remembrance Sunday Service will be held on 12
November. This means that the 10.00 service is a said Eucharist. The sermon
will be delivered during the Remembrance Day Service which begins at 10.50.
The Klagenfurt service will be held at the Commonwealth War Graves
Cemetery in Klagenfurt at 10.50 am on Thursday, 9 November.

Poppies will be available, together with a donation box, on Sundays 5 and
12 November in the Church, and from 30 October in the Church Shop.
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On Tuesday, 21 November, at 18.30, ‘Plattform Versöhnung’ (Platform
Reconciliation) will be visiting Christ Church. Andrew Rooke is co-ordinating
this event. He will be approaching people to help with the organization.
‘Plattform Versöhnung’ is made up of a group of Christians who are working
to promote ecumenism at a grass roots level. It comprises Roman Catholics,
Lutherans, Anglicans, Baptists and others. Established in Austria in 1997, it
represents the largest group of congregational Christian leaders in Austria.
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Members of the congregation are requested to note that mid-week Holy
Communion has been moved from Wednesday, 12.30 to Wednesday, 9.30.

N
.B

.
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Remembrance Sunday

Remembrance Day (or Armistice
Day) was instituted by Britain’s
King George V in 1919 as a dedi-
cation to members of the armed
forces who fought, and lost their
lives, in the First World War. It is
celebrated throughout the Common-
wealth, the United States and other
countries on 11 November, the day
that marked the end of the War in
1918. It later became a day of
commemoration of all those who had
fought in, or were victims of, war.

Remembrance Sunday generally falls
on the second Sunday in November
and most services include the two
minutes silence in memory of fallen
soldiers. For us in Christ Church, we
will be remembering soldiers from
many different nations, who gave
their lives for their mother countries

Northern France, July 1918

on different sides and in different
wars. Most of us will be wearing a
red poppy; proceeds from donations
help the Royal British Legion provide
financial, social and emotional
support to the ex-Service community.

Those not familiar with British
customs and who watch UK
television during early November,
may wonder why all newscasters are
wearing artificial red poppies in their
buttonholes. Throughout Europe
(and elsewhere) poppies tend to
spring up wherever earth has been
disturbed, whether a building-site,
waste-ground or battlefield. This was
the case after the Napoleonic Wars
in Europe and again during the First
World War, where the fields of
poppies in Picardy in northern France
and Flanders became a lasting tribute
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In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields

John McCrae

to countless young lives lost in battle.
John McCrae, a surgeon serving with
the Canadian army was deeply
moved by the sight of fallen soldiers,
including many of his own friends,
lying among the red poppies, and in
1915 was inspired to write In Flanders
Fields. The poppy came to represent
the immeasurable sacrifice made by
his comrades and quickly became a

lasting memorial to those who died
in the First World War and later
conflicts. Some of the other war
poets—Rupert Brooks, Siegfried
Sassoon and Wilfred Owen—may
have written more extensively, yet it
is McCrae’s poem that is quoted
throughout the world on
Remembrance Sunday.  John McCrae
died in January 1918. �
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welcoming an interesting
congregation to the annual
Animal Blessing Service on 8
October! Trilingual if you
include the barks, we had 24
adults, 3 children, 11 dogs and
2 cats; several people arrived
without pets but declared their
husbands/wives as qualifying ...
a number were of recognizable
breeds, like labrador, beagle, Hungarian sheepdog or pianist (Emanuel), but
many including the writer were edle Mischung to say the least.

This Service has been a regular feature of life at Christ Church and is great
fun. It is less serious than some occasions, hilarious at times, and Aileen
managed it all with a combination of patience, dignity and good spirits. The
whole service was in English and German, with readings in first one and then
the other language and provided an opportunity to get children to read, which
all added to the fun, and to the feeling of a shared and exploring experience.

The address was given by Sister Gudrun (see photo above)
from Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother (Schwestern von der
Schmerzhaften Mutter), a Franciscan order founded in 1883.
She has given us the pleasure of her company and her
preaching before. She spoke, also in both languages, of how
everything reflects God’s glory, including the animals and
birds; often, she said, no words are spoken but the message
can still be understood by everyone and is a message often
told. She said that this meant that we had repeated chances
to hear and understand God’s word, and the chance to
give God praise and thanks and ask him for his blessing;
this broadens our minds and our perspectives.

She was very clear and we could follow her in both
languages, despite some interruptions and comments
from the canine section. Aileen then went round the
church and blessed each animal; some were happier about
this than others! In some cases, Aileen had to kneel down
in the aisle to give the animal proper attention. We also
prayed for a couple who were absent, a horse who needs
medical care, and a cat who could not be caught and
brought to church! Now I hope I got the names right, and

The Lord God made them all
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that I haven’t mistaken the owner and the pet. I think we had dogs named
Rotto, Wotan, Ilse, Peppi, Rafferty, Elliott, Mackenzie, Spenser, Yoka,Tilly and
Arran; the cats were Boris Peake-Herzog and Beck’s Steiner: Beck’s made a
determined getaway attempt during the service but was held on to firmly!

Altogether it was  most enjoyable and certainly a good idea. I think we had a
number of people new to Christ Church—what with this service and Aileen’s
Taizé services, we are pulling in folks from different walks of life in the city
and this is very good.

Christ Church will be the venue of two performances of music theatre
on Saturday, 2 December at 16.00 and 19.00. The Peaceable Kingdom,
composed by Martha Schwediauer Southwick, libretto by Albert B.
Southwick, is based on Elias Hicks’ painting of the same name. With
nine solo singers, flute, piano and chamber choir, the 75-minute piece
has seven scenes and is suitable for anyone aged between 8 and 100!

The performers include Pamela Mildenhall and John Winbigler, both
well known in our community, as well as Fredike Faust, Martin
Guthauer, Anton Obbes, Klaus Paar and Sebasian Vittucci as the
Narrator. Martha Schwediauer Southwick will be accompanying on
the piano.

Please call 505 7122 for reservations (or leave a message). Tickets can
be purchased at the door 30 minutes before each performance:

TTTTThe Phe Phe Phe Phe Peaeaeaeaeaceable Kingdomceable Kingdomceable Kingdomceable Kingdomceable Kingdom

Adults: •15     Children/students/pensioners: •10
Families: • 40 (2 adults+2 children) or •45 (2 adults + 3 children)

ll

�
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VENUE

Preparations are now in full swing for.
It will take place on Saturday, 9
December on the ground floor of the
Bundesamtsgebäude, Radetzky-
strasse 2, in the third district,  starting
at 10.30 and going on until16.30. We
are expecting 1,300 visitors or more.

HELPERS

We need strong helpers who can give
a hand with carrying, moving tables
etc. on Friday, 8 and Saturday, 9
December. Friday is a public holiday
but we will be able to set up
throughout the day. Please contact me
at the numbers given in the final
paragraph if you can help.

Only those involved in prepar-
ations for, or the running of, the
annual Christ Church Bazaar really
understand the amount of hard
work that goes into it. For the
Coordinator, Patrick Knox-Peebles, it
represents weeks of pressure and
commitment that only ends once the
last item has been cleared off the
premises and the accounts have been
settled. The Bazaar has two equally
important functions: first it provides
a large share of the Church’s annual
income, crucial in a church that is
self-supporting. Secondly, it opens
the doors of Christ Church,
figuratively at least, to the public,
many of whom look forward to our
Bazaar as an important date on their
calendar. It is up to each of us to do
his or her part towards making it a
success!     Ed.

CHRISTMAS BAZAARu
THE RAFFLE AND TOMBOLA

The raffle and tombola always
generate a lot of excitement, but we
need attractive prizes in order to
encourage the sale of tickets. We ask
every member to try and obtain as
many prizes as possible and see that
they get to one of the following:

The Church Office or Church Shop
Patrick Knox-Peebles
Hiessgasse 9,1030 Vienna
Sunday Ayaji
Hagenmüllergasse 23/6/2/6,
1030 Vienna

The deadline is 25 November, but late
donations will not be refused! Any
good prizes are welcome, but the
following have been appreciated in the
past:
*   Vouchers for weekends
*   Jewellery, crystal glassware
*   Vouchers for restaurants,
     theatre and concert tickets
*   Bottles of whisky, spirits of all
     sorts, wine and other drinks
*   Perfumes, toiletries, lotions
*   Leather bags, scarves and rings
*   Foodstuffs of all sorts, videos,
     knitwear, stationery

STALLS AND FOOD-STANDS

There will be a wide range of stalls
selling books, clothes, jewellery,
handbags, toys, handicrafts, videos,
cakes and jams etc. There will be three
types of restaurants: African, Asian
and European, an English pub and a
coffee stall. All these stalls need
donations of food and drink to make
them draw a big crowd.

********
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BAKED GOODS

Jennie Ratcliffe, who runs the
cake stall, asks for donations of
cakes, jams and other food. Her
telephone number is 02262/
64253 or 319 2017.

Karen Lebrun and Haley
Stremnitzer who run the café
need cakes of all kinds (also
muffins or biscuits for coffee),
whether home-made or bought.
Please contact Hayley directly:
tel: 440 3363 or email:
Hayley@ame-international.com

WHITE ELEPHANT STALL

The White Elephant stall attracts
many buyers who are sure of a good
bargain. The organizers are busy
collecting bric-a-brac and need your
help. Donations could include china,
ceramics, glassware, kitchen items,
silverware, ornaments, pictures,
frames, lamps and collectibles.
Christmas tree ornaments are also
very welcome. All donations can be
handed in at the Church Shop (see
p.31 for opening hours).

PHOTO CORNER

As usual, the Photo
Corner will offer family or
individual portraits, with
or without Santa. Various
photo packages will be
available and are guaranteed to arrive
well before Christmas. They would
make useful gifts for absentee
grandparents, friends and other
relations! Please come to the Photo
Corner to book your slot early or
phone 285 1802 to fix a time.

ENTERTAINMENT will include a
demonstration by the Scottish
Dancing Group, and songs by the
choir of Christ Church.

QUESTIONS

If you have any questions, ideas or
suggestions, or offers of help, please
contact me at 713 5175 or 0699/
10710565 or at knox.peebles@aon.at.

Patrick Knox-Peebles

R

TOY STALL

Donations of new toys and books are
needed in large quantities  for the Toy
Stall. If you have new items that you
can spare, if you know someone who
owns a store and has floor models to
donate, or your company is giving
away promotional toys, please
contact Martha Howe on 06991 874

1760 or hand them in to the Church

Shop.

u
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Dear Friends at Christ Church,
The boxes have gone, we are safely

installed largely thanks to the help of
Sarah, and we are beginning to relax.
The house and garden still cry out for
attention, but wonder of wonders, there
is now no hurry. The only things we
stumble over are stacks of pictures,
with one most honourable exception.
Two weeks on, we are as moved by
Christine’s stunning painting as when
you first gave it to us. We have found
the perfect place for it and it is already
hung. It gives us great joy. And  how
can we thank you adequately for the
immense generosity of your donations?
Please know how much we are
thankful and touched by your
kindness.

We have read and re-read the
messages on your card, which is sitting
on the mantelpiece with all the other
cards, and will treasure it, together with
all the presents received from
individual friends. (By the way, after
church on Sunday 24th we were given,
without labels—or did I lose them?—
a most handsome vase, filled with
chocolates that fast disappeared, and
a very fine wall clock. Would those
generous people who gave them please
get in touch with us.)

What a send-off you gave us. First,
the outing to the Neusiedlersee, the
memory of which is preserved on our
pin-board in the group photo, the
collage of the October Crossways and
other snaps of friends taken by Claus
and Katherine. What fun it was to have
a day of relaxation together (except
perhaps for Manfred, Anneliese and
Nikki who were organising everything,
but we hope that in spite of minor

hiccups they were able to enjoy it too).
It was a splendid idea and whoever
thought of it deserves a medal.

And then there was the Banquet at
the Biz Café, a feast fit for a king. So
many people had worked hard to
prepare everything—Teddy, Faith, Ted,
Alec and Anne—and Viv, who arranged
the flowers, which made the tables so
delightful and a vase of which we took
home to remind us that there was life
in the middle of packing cases. It was
grand that lots of people were able to
come. Andrew and I will always
remember the last Sunday service, just
two weeks ago as I write. A most
particular thank you to Patrick and to
Christoph, the choir and Emanuel, to
Chuks and Solomon and accompanists.
The singing of the Celtic blessing was
a total surprise and pure gift. And
perhaps a small corner of Provence will
one day resound to a choir rehearsal
or the beat of drums?

Yesterday we found our way to All
Saints in Marseille, in a maze of tiny
side streets near the Old Port. I have
been invited to preside at the Eucharist
next Sunday as the Chaplain will be
away. Our service here is also at ten
o’clock, a link with Christ Church, the
people of God meeting together all over
the world. God bless you. And let us
know if you are coming this way.

With our love to you all
    Andrew and Sally

Chemin des Huguenots
Puget-sur-Durance

F-84360 France
Telephone: 0033/490 08 40 46

wellsfrance@gmail.com

26
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Crossways
is introducing a
letter corner,
initally on a trial
basis. Readers,
particularly those
living abroad, may
wish to share
ideas, thoughts, or
experiences with
the congregation.
Letters may be
edited and/or
abbreviated by the
Editor. Names do
not necessarily
have to appear in
print, if the writer
so specifies, but
unsigned letters
will be disregarded

Included in this month’s magazine is a bank transfer slip to enable
readers to help defray the cost of printing and mailing

. 
Most people

welcomed the new publication and agreed that it was time to move
from the previous bulletin-style newsletter—informative as it was—to
a parish magazine. The use of offset printing lends the publication a
more professional look that is easier on the eye and it also allows the
inclusion of photographs. This in turn has contributed to a more person-
oriented style, one of the original goals of Crossways

. 
Printing is,

however, somewhat more expensive than photocopying and for this
reason readers are kindly invited to make a slightly higher donation
this year. The recommended amount is EURO 18 for 10 issues, an
increase of 3 Euros over last year, although both higher and lower
donations will also be gratefully received.  For those who prefer bank
transfers, donations can also be made into the following account:
Bank:    EKK, BLZ 31800
Account no.:    7402217
Account name: Christ Church Support Association

Anyone who no longer wishes to receive Crossways,  or knows
someone else who might like to receive it, should inform the Church
Office by phone: 714 8900 or email: office@christchurchvienna.org so
that adjustments can be made to the mailing list.

the cost of Crossways

Dear Editor,
    There are so many good and
interesting items in Crossways but I
wanted to drop a line about  Mystery
Person 1 in the October issue, Beverley
Spilman.  I met Beverley on several
occasions when I was filling in at Christ
Church, especially in the days of Canon
Peake. I had been Chaplain of Oriel
College, Oxford and was always
accompanied to Vienna by an old
friend, Alan Macgregor, now alas
deceased, who had been an
undergraduate at Oriel. Beverley was

very kind and gave us more than one
meal at his flat, where we found lots to
talk about. So, happily it is not quite
true that Beverley’s path never crossed
those of his fellow Oriel graduates in
Vienna! I am largely immobile now so
that travel is out of the question, but
when you next see Beverley, please
assure him of my prayers and good
wishes for his future.
       Looking forward to further issues
of Crossways, Yours sincerely,

Roy Porter
[Professor the Rev. Canon J.R. Porter]

27
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Dates for yDates for yDates for yDates for yDates for your Diarour Diarour Diarour Diarour Diaryyyyy

DATE TIME                  EVENT

Nov. 1 (Wed) 10.00 All Saints’ Day – Sung Eucharist
Nov. 2 (Thur) 18.00 Chaplaincy Council
Nov. 5 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
Nov. 6 (Mon) 19.00 Chaplain at the Pauluskirche to lecture

on the book of Malachi (in German)
Nov. 9 (Thur) 10.50 Remembrance Service in Klagenfurt
Nov. 10 (Fri) 19.30 Taizé Worship
Nov. 12 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Service, Vienna

18.00 Service with anointing and laying-on
of hands

Nov. 15 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Nov. 21(Tues) 19.00 Plattform der Versöhnung to visit CCV
Nov. 22 (Wed) 19.30 American Thanksgiving Service at the

Vienna Community Church,
Dorotheergasse, 1010 Vienna

Nov. 25(Sat) 17.00 Fundraiser at Christina Stevens (Christ
Church choir and friends)

Dec. 3 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service
Dec. 5 (Tues) 18.30 Sunday School meeting
Dec. 9 (Sat) 10.30 Christ Church Christmas Bazaar
Dec.10 (Sun) 16.00 Brian Attwell sing-along
Dec. 12 (Tues) 18.00 Chaplaincy Council meeting
Dec.15 (Fri) 19.30 Taizé Worship
Dec.16 (Sat) 18.00 Christmas Carol singalong at

Mariedl Page’s with bring and
share supper

Dec.17 (Sun) 10.00 Children’s Nativity Play and Family
Eucharist

18.00 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
Jan. 17 (Wed) 19.00 Tag des Judentums
Jan. 21 (Sun) 16.00 National Ecumenical Service
Feb. 21 (Wed) 19.00 Ash Wednesday: celebrant Bishop

Geoffrey
Feb. 22 (Thurs) 19.00 Bishop Geoffrey to deliver a lecture on

‘The theology of glory in the Church
of England’
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Computer Doctor Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your
computers. Instructs in use of

Antique furniture restorer
If you are looking for the services of a
craftsman to restore your antique
furniture who has 20 years’ experience
in his profession, contact Richard
Addison on 01/892 0078 or send an
email to richard@addison.at. He
speaks both English and German and
is highly recommended by Sally Wells
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Chika and Chinonye Ukwe

?
Ted Scheiber

Childcare wanted
We are looking for an experienced,
English speaking childminder/nanny
for 28 hours a week, Mon-Thru
1130am - 630pm, to take care of a
newborn baby and a 16 month little
girl. Additional duties include light
housework. Please contact:
stanzaf@chello.at or mobile: 06991
941 78 12

Who would like to paint a Nativity or other Christmas scene for the
December/January cover of Crossways ?  Since the magazine is
in black and white, submissions do not necessarily need to be in
colour. Apart from the prestige of seeing your painting on the cover
of Crossways , there will be a prize for the successful entry.
There is no age limit—adults are welcome to join in the competition.
Please submit entries, clearly marked with your name and details
to the Church Office by Sunday, 12 November at the latest.

PAINTING COMPETITION

software. Fast and reliable, at
affordable prices. Tel: 0650/689 5757
www.computerdoctorvienna.com
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:

Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

www.christchurchvienna.org
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