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In this issue

The Christ Church monthly newsletter has a new 
look, new name and new features!  Modern tech-
nology has taken much of the grind out of pub-
lishing and has opened some exciting doors.  This 
should translate into an improved corporate iden-
tity for the magazine. The name CROSSWAYS 

captures the different cultures, backgrounds and 
approaches to Christianity that enrich our Church, 
and at the same time remind us that we all fol-
low the ‘ways of the Cross’. And while you will 
find some of the same regular articles that were 
featured in the Bulletin, we hope to introduce a 
number of new series that will provide continuity 
from one issue to the next, and stimulate greater 
communication between our readers. Of course, 
there is also space for personal announcements.

The success of CROSSWAYS will depend on 
your input! Your comments - critical or compli-
mentary - will be much appreciated as will any 
suggestions for future articles or, better still, offers 
to write a regular feature. The emphasis should be 
on topics that interest a wide range of the reader-
ship, keep them informed on important develop-
ments in Christianity, help them take advantage 
of what is going on around them and encourage a 
greater understanding and friendship among the 
congregation. I am particularly looking forward to 
hearing from the younger members. As a first step, 
there is a painting competition open to anyone of 
school age or younger (see page 25). The win-
ning painting or drawing will appear in the April 
(Easter) issue of CROSSWAYS.

The very worst thing that could happen to a mag-
azine editor is to get no feedback at all, especially 
at the start  when reader input is so important! 
Please contact me at: crossways@aon.at. I look 
forward to hearing from you.   
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The deadline for the next issue 
of CROSSWAYS is Tuesday, 
�4 February.  Please send 
your contributions by email to 
crossways@aon.at or hand them 
in to the Church office. 
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n “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden to till it 
and keep it.”  (Genesis �-�5, RSV)

Dear Friends of Christ Church,

Today many a Western household will have a phone with answerphone, 
fax and SMS facilities. Members of a family will most likely all have a 
mobile phone. Many homes will have a PC/Mac with Internet connec-
tion as well as a laptop or notebook. Many homes now have a DVD 
player that recently replaced the video recorder and an LCD screen that 
has replaced the TV. Many now have a digital camera rather than a 
traditional print camera and so it goes on. Our lives are changing and 
they are changing because of the harvesting of electricity, the revolution 
from analogue to digital and the revolution of the chip. 

These revolutions affect the way we work. They affect the way we com-
municate. They affect the way we gather information. Like the video (a 
long time ago) the possibilities are welcome when they are used wisely 
and prudently. We ‘oldies’ however can feel overwhelmed. Each year a 
new product with even more possibilities and applications is launched 
onto the market. We not only find it difficult to keep up, let’s be honest, 
it is difficult to keep up. There is also a cost factor which may widen 
the gap between different strata of society.

Literacy is now not only about reading, writing and arithmetic, but also 
about how to use the technology at our disposal. This is called, as far as 
I can gather, media literacy. The competence level of individuals varies 
enormously. If you are a parent of school age children it is negligent not 
to enable them to have access to this world of technology and to help 
them to use it appropriately and responsibly. Modern Western socie-
ties are complex and demand much of the individual and the family to 
keep abreast of developments, but also schools, civic authorities and 
political leaders are challenged.

Above I quoted from the Book of Genesis the passage about the man 
being put in the Garden to till and keep it. This passage which is set 
before the Fall indicates the presence of technology from the outset.  
Man’s existence is bound up with technology as long as he inhabits 
the Garden in which he is set: this beautiful world.

The Venerable Patrick Curran
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On the church office notice board you will find a 
postcard of a painting by Giorgio de Chirico, which 
is entitled “The Prodigal Son” (1922). It shows a man 
who seems to have turned to stone dancing with a 
wooden mathematical figure that seems to be coming 
to life. This painting has always struck me.  It says 
something about the danger we are in as humans. The 
danger we are in of being overwhelmed and dominated 
by the technology we have created in the service of 
“tilling and keeping the garden.”

Take some time in the coming weeks to think about how you use 
technology. How much of your life is dependent on it? What are its 
pitfalls and what are its advantages? We are called to till and to keep 
the garden. May we always do so mindful that in Christ’s service is 
perfect freedom.

From left to right: The Revd. Eileen Hackl, the Revd. Patrick Curran, the Revd. 
Jeremy Peake, former Chaplain (see p.11) and the Revd. Sally Wells
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Shrove Tuesday
Shrove Tuesday (or Pancake Day 
as it is popularly known) precedes 
Ash Wednesday. It is a day of peni-
tence to clean the soul and a day 

The Meaning of Lent

The season of Lent has not been 
well observed in much of evan-
gelical Christianity, largely be-
cause it was associated with 
“high church” liturgical worship 
that some churches were eager 
to reject. However, much of the 
background of evangelical Chris-
tianity, for example the heritage 
of John Wesley, was very “high 
church.” Many of the churches 
that had originally rejected more 
formal and deliberate liturgy are 
now recovering aspects of a larger 
Christian tradition as a means to 
refocus on spirituality in a culture 
that is increasingly secular.

Originating in the fourth century 
of the church, the season of Lent 
spans 40 weekdays beginning 
on Ash Wednesday and ending 
on the Saturday before Easter. 
Originally, Lent was a time of 
concentrated study and prayer 
for those preparing for baptism. 
It was also the time when those 
who had been separated from 
the Church would prepare to 
rejoin the community. 

Today, Lent is marked by prayer 
and preparation to celebrate 
Easter. Since Sundays celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus, the six 
Sundays that occur during Lent 
are not counted as part of the 40 

days of Lent, and are referred to as 
the Sundays in Lent. The number 
40 is connected with many bibli-
cal events, but especially with the 
forty days Jesus spent in the wil-
derness. Christians today use this 
period of time for introspection, 
self examination and repentance. 
This season of the year is equal 
only to the Season of Advent in 
importance in the Christian year, 
and is part of the second major 
grouping of Christian festivals and 
sacred time that includes Holy 
Week, Easter, and Pentecost.

Lent has traditionally been marked 
by penitential prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. Some churches today 
still observe a rigid schedule of 
fasting on certain days during 
Lent, especially the giving up of 
meat, alcohol, sweets, and other 
types of food. Other traditions do 
not place as great an emphasis 
on fasting, but focus on charitable 
deeds, especially helping those in 
physical need with food and cloth-
ing, or simply the giving of money 
to charities. 

The Season of Lent

�



Ash Wednesday, the seventh 
Wednesday before Easter Sunday, 
is the first day of the season of 
Lent. Its name comes from the an-
cient practice of placing ashes on 
worshippers’ heads or foreheads 
as a sign of humility before God, 
a symbol of mourning and sorrow 
at the death that sin brings into the 
world. It not only prefigures the 
mourning at the death of Jesus, 
but also places the worshipper in 
a position to realize the conse-
quences of sin. Ash Wednesday is 

Ash Wednesday

�

of celebration as the last chance 
to feast before Lent. Its name 
comes from the ritual of shriving 
that Christians used to undergo 
in the past. In shriving, people 
confessed their sins and received 
absolution.  This tradition is over 
1000 years old.

The pancakes themselves are part 
of an ancient custom with deeply 
religious roots.  In the old days 
there were many foods that ob-
servant Christians would not eat 
during Lent including meat and 
fish, fats, eggs, and milky foods. So 
that no food was wasted, families 
would have a feast on the shriving 
Tuesday and eat up all the foods 
that would not last the forty days 
of Lent without going off.

The need to eat up the fats 
gave rise to the French name 
Mardi Gras, meaning fat 
Tuesday. Pancakes became 
associated with Shrove Tues-
day as they were a dish that 
could use up all the eggs, fats 
and milk in the house with 
just the addition of flour.

a somber day of reflection on what 
needs to change in our lives if we 
are to be fully Christian.

In the early church, ashes were  
only used to mark the forehead of 
worshippers who had made public 
confession of their sins and sought 
to be restored to the fellowship 
of the community at the Easter 
celebration. However, over the 
years others began to show their 
humility and identification with 
the penitents by asking that they, 
too, be marked as sinners. Finally, 
the imposition of ashes was ex-
tended to the whole congregation 
in services similar to those that are 
now observed in many Christian 
churches on Ash Wednesday.

The Tuesday and Thursday 
Lent Groups have their first 
meetings on � & 9 March re-
spectively.  See p.�� for de-
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Interview with the Chaplain (1)

Not surprisingly, the one person every member of the congregation 
of Christ Church knows is our Chaplain, Patrick Curran. And yet, 
who of us has not been curious to know why a priest of the Church 
of England should have a Canadian accent and speak flawless 
Hamburger German. The following interview fills us in on the 
Chaplain’s background. It will be followed later in the year by a 
second interview presenting his thoughts on a range of topical 
questions.

What is the British/Canadian/German link in your family?
My British father fought under Field Marshall Montgomery in North 
Africa during the Second World War and was later stationed in Hamburg 
with the British Forces, where he met and married his German-born 
wife.  My parents decided to start a new life in Canada in 1953. I was 
born in Hamburg three years later while my mother was on a trip to 
Germany to visit my dying grandfather. We lived in and around the 
Toronto area until we moved to Hamburg where my mother opened a 
pharmacy at the age of 50. I was sent to a Lutheran boarding school 
on the Baltic coast and stayed in Germany until I left to study in 
Canada.

Where did you meet Lucille?
We both attended the University of Kings College, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
where my first degree was in Classics and German while Lucille was 
studying history. The university which is an Anglican foundation was 
founded by Britain’s King George III during one of his saner moments. 
Coincidentally, my brother, who is also an Anglican priest, lectures on 
the history of civilisation at the same university.  Lucille and I were 
married in the chapel of the University in 1981.  Our daughters Victoria 
and Alexandra were born in Bradford, Yorkshire in 1988 and 1991.

When did you decide to enter the Church?
During my studies at Kings College, God called me to offer myself for the 
ministry of the church.  Under the sponsorship of the Bishop of Gibraltar 
in Europe, I went to the UK - incidentally for the first time, despite having 
a British passport - where I attended Chichester Theological College 
and obtained a degree in theology from Southampton University. I then 
won a scholarship from the World Ecumenical Council of Churches to 
study the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission Dialogue. 
I ended in Munich studying the Barmen Theological Declaration* 
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which Karl Barth was instrumental in drafting. I was ordained in 1984 
in Exeter Cathedral to serve as Deacon in the parish of St. Michael and 
All Angels in Heavitree, Exeter. My next appointment was in 1987 as 
the Bishop’s Chaplain to Students at the University of Bradford and 
Bradford and Ilkley Community College Yorkshire, one of the largest in 
the UK, with over 30,000 students. In 1993 I was appointed Chaplain 
to Bonn and Cologne and seven years later joined Christ Church in 
Vienna.  In 2002 I received my appointment as Archdeacon of the 
Eastern Archdeaconry.

What do you particularly like about Vienna and Christ Church?
First of all, it’s a great privilege to be in Vienna and to take advantage 
of the cultural opportunities the city offers. As far as Christ Church 
is concerned, I enjoy the fact that it is multicultural, multinational 
and multigenerational. I’m also pleased that it upholds tradition 
without being too stuffy. I do feel, however, that there is still room for 
development. We need to work more with young adults, for example. 
Many students come to us, including a lot of Austrians, but we are not 
realising all the opportunities given us. 

What role would you like to see Crossways play?
The Church magazine is a door onto our community. It should be 
professional, informative, welcoming and most important of all, it 
should remind people of why we’re here and what we’re doing. 

Do you have any time for non-Church activities?
I like reading, particularly fiction, and I very much enjoy the German 
language.  Like most people, I love travelling whenever an opportunity 
presents itself. My mother visits us regularly from Hamburg, and we 
enjoy spending time together as a family. When time allows I also like 
walking and going on pilgrimage.
 
*Barmen Theological Declaration:  In 1934, as the Protestant Church attempted 
to come to terms with the Third Reich, Barth was largely responsible for the 
writing of the Barmen Declaration which rejected the influence of Nazism on 
German Christianity.  This was one of the founding documents of the Confessing 
Church and Barth was elected a member of its leadership council, the Bruderrat. 
He was forced to resign from his professorship at the University of Bonn for 
refusing to swear an oath to Hitler and returned to his native Switzerland, where 
he assumed a chair in systematic theology at the University of Basel.  
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Nikki Hertford-Scheiber

On Friday, 3 March over three million people 
worldwide will be taking part in the Day of Prayer 
Service prepared by women from 15 different Chris-
tian denominations of South Africa on the theme 
Signs of the Time.  In every participating country, services will be held 
throughout the day in many locations. Women, men, children and young 
people from different backgrounds will pray and worship together.

South Africa - the Rainbow Nation - has enjoyed a decade of liberation, 
integration and healing following apartheid. However it is facing real 
problems, including the spread of HIV/AIDS.

It is amazing just how many people are inspired to pray through the 
Women’s World Day of Prayer Movement. Each year another countries 
prepares the material and it is a wonderful experience to be able to 
join with people praying across the world, praising God and bringing 
the world’s needs to Him. There are many services at different times of 
the day, all around Austria; details are available in your local church. 
The English speaking congregations of the different denominations in 
Vienna get together and have one joint service to which all are very 
warmly welcome, also men! This year Christ Church Vienna is host-
ing the service on: Friday, 3 March at 9.30. The service is followed 
by refreshments.

Further information can be found at www.wwdp-natcomm.org in English, or 
in German at www.weltgebetstag.at

�0

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Have you visited the Christ Church website recently? Claus 
Michalek has done a truly wonderful job designing strikingly 
simple, elegant and above all easy to navigate web pages that not 
only provide all the information one could possibly need about 
the Church, but include a review section, with photos of recent 
events. Check out the photos of the Christmas Bazaar that provide 
an overview of a very happy and successful event.

www.christchurchvienna.org
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On 15 January, the Sunday morn-
ing congregation was delighted to 
welcome back the former Chap-
lain, the Revd. Jeremy Peake. His 
sermon proved that he had lost 
none of his trademark exuber-
ance and his animated talk on the 
theme of the Marriage at Canaan 
- the best wines always come 
later, or, as he has proven, life gets 
better and better - was a message 
well received. Thank you Jeremy 
and we look forward to seeing you 
and Min again soon!  

You are cordially invited to 
an evening of music and refreshments  

at the home of Arcola Clark 
on Saturday 18 February at 17.00

This promises to be a most enjoyable evening in 
Arcola Clark’s lovely flat in the 4th District with a 
mixed programme from some talented young and not 
so young musicians. There is limited space so ensure 
your place by securing your ticket in good time from 
Nikki Hertford-Scheiber 0��35-�490�

Since this is a fund-raising activity for Christ Church, 
there will be a suggested minimum donation of EURO 

12. Please come and support your Church!
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Who’s who in Christ Church 

Each issue of CROSSWAYS will introduce one or two 
members of the Christ Church community. Some of them will 
be well known to most readers, while others may rarely appear 
in the limelight. The aim is to get to know each other better 
and to put a name to a familiar face. To make matters more 
interesting, photos of the people featured will appear at the 
end of the magazine. 

 
This Yorkshire lad has been an active member of the Christ Church 
congregation since he came to Vienna from Sellafield, England in 1988. 
After 30 years experience helping build up the UK’s nuclear industry, 
he welcomed the opportunity for a change of scenery when he was 
offered a post by the IAEA as a safeguards inspector. During his 12 
years with the Agency, he fulfilled his ambition to travel, clocking up 36 
trips to Japan as well as other destinations in Asia. He well recalls his 
first visit to Christ Church on Harvest Festival Sunday a few days after 
his arrival in Austria and as a country boy was much amused to be 
singing “We plough the fields and scatter” in the centre of the historic 
city of Vienna. He obviously liked what he saw, because he has been 
a regular member of the congregation ever since. 

Never one to sit back and let others do the work, he has thrown himself 
into a number of functions and projects and earned a well deserved 
reputation as one of the strongest pillars of both the British and Church 
community in Vienna. For several years, he was responsible for the 
organization of Christ Church bazaar, until he handed over to his suc-
cessor in 2003. He is a permanent Chairman of ABICS (the Association 
of British International Civil Servants) despite taking up retirement in 

2000 and organizes a number of annual functions for the 
British community. Not only is his face well known, but his 
voice has been heard in some of Vienna’s most prestigious 
churches and concert halls! Unfortunately, Christ Church 
has no need of a bellringer, otherwise our mystery man – an 
enthusiastic campanologist – would have been challenging 
St. Stephen’s Pummerin every Sunday. 

He and his wife Anne choose to leave the heat of Vienna 
for an English summer  where they spend time with their 
children and grandchildren. For those of you who may not 

Mystery

person 
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have recognised our mystery man, it would be fair to add that faith and 
charity should have been his middle names.

By her own admission, this elegant lady came to Vienna in �99� 
looking for a family … and found it in Christ Church.  For the rest 
of us, it’s hard to believe that she has not been part of the community 
forever. Her dedication, warm heart and serene smile have become 
part of the fabric of Christ Church. She grew up in Jamaica as the only 
girl in a family of six boys, but in 1973 moved to Sweden with her new 
husband. Shortly afterwards, the family was transferred to Indonesia 
on a UNDP assignment where they spent five years, returning for a 
second stint in Jakarta some four years later, this time with the World 
Bank. She remembers fondly her years in Indonesia, where 
she took the time to get to know the country, its people, its 
culture and religions. 

After she was widowed in 1992, our mystery lady decided 
that it was time for a change of scenery where she could put 
down roots. She chose Vienna because one of her brothers 
had settled here after meeting, and subsequently marrying, 
an Austrian girl while playing in a tennis tournament in Vi-
enna.  She well recalls her first visit to Christ Church in 1996. 
Not only did she lose her way and miss half the service, but 
her feeling of loss was compounded when she realised that in contrast 
to the local Anglican church in Gotheberg she had attended one week 
before, there was not one familiar face in the congregation. This experi-
ence gave her an insight into what it is like to be an outsider, and during 
her ten years in the Christ Church community she has helped many 
others feel at home. A regular prison visitor, Church Council member 
and Lay Assistant, she was Bazaar Coordinator for two years, a task 
she relished as an opportunity to get to know the community.

With a son and grandchildren in Sweden, daughters in Hamburg and 
London, and a large family back home in Jamaica, the Christ Church 
community is privileged that our mystery lady has chosen to make her 
home among us.



�4

Canada is the second largest 
country in the world after Russia.  
However, its 32million population 
is only about one-fifth of Russia’s.  
In a land of vast distances and rich 
natural resources, the population 
is scattered.  Nearly 90% live 
within 200 km of the border with 
USA, whilst the north is extremely 
sparsely populated - the Anglican 
Diocese of the Arctic covers a vast 
area of 3.9million sq km, around 
38% of Canada, yet has a popula-
tion of only 53,000.

Canada is a multicultural society 
with three diverse cultures at its 
heart - French, British and na-
tive Canadian - plus significant 
groups from Europe, Asia, Africa 
and Latin America.  The continu-
ing unity of Canada is threatened 
by an undercurrent in the French-
speaking province of Quebec in 
favour of independence.  In 1995, 
Canada came within a few thou-
sand votes of breaking up.  Current 
political turmoil caused a vote 
of no confidence in the minority 
Liberal government led by Paul 
Martin in November 2005.  He had 
tried in vain to distance himself 
from allegations of corruption in 
the French-speaking province of 
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A regular series of short articles that focus on a different 
part of the worldwide Church each month; bringing 
news as well as a prayer of or for the area concerned.

Quebec  in the late 1990s when 
he was federal finance minister.  
Although exonerated by a judicial 
inquiry, Canada now faces a rare 
winter election on 23 January 
2006.  Polls suggest the Liberals 
might again scrape in as a minor-
ity government. 

Around 75 per cent of the popu-
lation profess Christianity but 
rapid secularization and plurali-
zation are evident at every level 
of society. Some cite same-sex 
blessings as one sign of this.  The 
Roman Catholic Church is the 
largest denomination, whilst the 
largest Protestant denomination 
is the United Church of Canada.  
Inaugurated in 1925, when the 
Canadian Methodist, Congrega-
tional and Presbyterian Churches, 
and the General Council of Union 
Churches entered into an organic 
union, it was the world’s first such 
union of churches.  

Over the years, various other 
congregations have joined the 
United Church; and dialogue with 
the Anglican Church has recently 
begun for the first time since pre-
vious talks broke down during the 
1970s. 

CANADA
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Several UK mission agencies, 
including CMS, Crosslinks and 
USPG, were involved in sending 
early missionaries to Canada.  
Crosslinks remains active with a 
mission partner working in the 
Diocese of the Arctic, where the 
Inuit have been devastatingly af-
fected by the impact of Western 
culture - their suicide rate is now 
four times the national average.

The Mothers’ Union is active 
throughout Canada, but its work 
in the Diocese of the Arctic is espe-
cially valued, where the counsel-
ling, hospital ministry and family 
studies provided among the Inuit 
are felt to be crucial. 

Another issue seriously concern-
ing the churches has been claims 

from indigenous people who were 
at government funded residential 
schools, many of which were 
run by the Church.  The schools 
were set up in sparsely populated 
areas in an attempt to assimilate 
indigenous people into main-
stream society.  Attendance was 
mandatory, with children forcibly 
removed from their families and 
forbidden from speaking their lan-
guage.  A compensation scheme 
was proposed in late 2005, in-
cluding money for a truth and 
reconciliation process.  There are 
also plans for as much as 20% 
of the country’s land area to be 
restored to Canada’s indigenous 
people; and the Anglican Church 
has pledged to seek the appoint-
ment of a national native bishop 
within a year.


Pray for a stable government; for sensitivity and justice in the treatment of 
indigenous peoples, & for a growth of indigenous leadership and culturally 
appropriate churches in these communities; and for wisdom in evangelism 
amongst diverse cultures.  Give thanks for the enthusiasm and witness of 
churches such as the Vineyard churches, and pray for increasing shared 
vision and work.

Information compiled in January2006 from various sources, by the Revd. 
Mary J. Vickers, from whom further information may be available.  Contact 
her by email at: revsvickers2@tiscali.co.uk. World Church Focus is produced 
as a resource for local churches, and is partly funded by Christians Aware.  
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Holy	Communion	(BCP)
Sung	Eucharist	
Sunday	School	and	Crèche
Service	with	laying	on	of	hands

08.00
10.00

10.00
18.00

Holy	Communion	(BCP)
Sung	Eucharist	(Preacher:	
Professor	Nausner)
Sunday	School	and	Crèche
Taizé	

08.00
10.00
10.00

Holy	Communion	(BCP)
Sung	Eucharist	
Sunday	School	and	Crèche

08.30

19.00

08.00							Holy	Communion	(BCP)
10.00							Family	service	and	Crèche
18.00							Choral	Evensong
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		12.30				Holy	Communion

Wednesday

4th Sunday before Lent

3rd Sunday before Lent

�nd  Sunday before Lent

Sunday next before Lent ASH WEDNESDAY

� March

08.00
10.00
10.00
18.00

Morning	Prayer

Emmaus

Morning	Prayer

Emmaus

08.30

19.00

Morning	Prayer

Emmaus

Morning	Prayer

Emmaus
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		19.00			Choir	practice

		19.00				Choir	practice

		19.00				Choir	practice

��

12.30					Holy	Communion

	19.00				Prayer	ministry

�

�
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		19.00				Choir	practice

		12.30				Holy	Communion

		12.30				Holy	Communion

Wednesday

		12.30				Holy	Communion

Thursday Friday Saturday

ASH WEDNESDAY

� March

Morning	Prayer

Emmaus

18.00					Church	Council

Said	Eucharist	
with	the	Imposi-
tion	of	Ashes

12.30
		and
19.00

Arcola	Clark‘s
House	Concert

17.00
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‘Respect’ is a well-travelled and 
flexible word. ‘The common cold 
is no respecter of persons’, we 
say. It doesn’t matter how suc-
cessful or important you are, some 
things just happen to you. There 
are a few modern translations of 
the New Testament which bring 
the same phrase into their ver-
sion of the story about Jesus and 
the tribute to Caesar - Jesus is ‘no 
respecter of persons’, because he 
does not care for human status or 
privilege. 

Or then again, we hear people 
say ‘Show some respect!’ when 
they see another behaving inap-
propriately at a funeral or some 
other context; I’ve heard it in a 
prison chapel (with one or two 
extra adjectives), an older inmate 
telling off a younger one for clown-
ing around during a carol service. 
And if you go on to the streets of 
London or some other big city, 
you’ll hear it often enough. It’s 
what young men demand from 
each other, and they’re very sensi-
tive (if that’s the right word) to any 
suggestion that they’re not getting 

it, or that their families and friends 
are being ‘disrespected’.

Respect: it seems it can sometimes 
be a false concern for someone’s 
importance, but it is also a proper 
concern for appropriate rever-
ence to things that require it. 
And sometimes it is more like the 
‘honour’ that dominates so many 
pre-modern societies, where your 
very substance and personal dig-
nity is diminished if you don’t get 
the right kind of recognition. But 
behind all these meanings - and 
more - is one thing in common. 
The idea of respect suggests that 
a good, an appropriate relation-
ship with anything or anybody 
has about it some element of rev-
erence, ‘bowing down’. ... It isn’t 
to do with degrees of reverence 
that can be carefully calculated, 
depending on who you are talking 
about. It’s to do with an attitude 
that enhances everyone’s world, 
that guarantees for everyone an 
adequate level of attention so that 
they don’t have to struggle for it all 
the time. That’s a good social goal. 
But it isn’t without its problems. 

The following passages are excerpts from an address entitled 
‘Becoming Trustworthy: Respect and Self-Respect’ , delivered 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury in November of last year at 
Church House, London. It is an thought-provoking piece well 
worth reading in its entirety. It can be found at: http://www.
anglicancommunion.org/acns/articles/40/50/acns4071.cfm

On the meaning of respect 
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There’s so much in our society and 
our world in general that simply 
gives the message to whole groups, 
classes, even nations, ‘You’re not 
worth attending to’. How can we 
talk of guaranteed ‘reverence’ for 
populations caught in poverty or 
exclusion, for countries ravaged 
by avoidable injustices, for indi-
viduals who see no sign in their 
environment that anyone cares for 
them or regards them with rever-
ence. Who ‘bows down’ before 
the homeless addict in Lewisham, 
the teenager bringing up a family 
orphaned by AIDS in Botswana, 
the victim of sex-trafficking from 
Eastern Europe? And when I talk 
to so many young people in South 
London whose lives have come 
apart in various ways, my sense is 
that they are people who, in spite 
of all the language about respect, 
have been in effect told all their 
lives that they can’t be trusted and 
that time spent on them is wasted. 
Individuals and individual chari-
ties do amazing things with them; 
but the negative message still gets 
through every day ...

The wonderful Children’s Society 
poster of a few years ago showed 
a young person obviously in dis-
tress, with the words ‘What I need 
is a good listening to’. It’s mes-
sage that can’t be repeated too 
often. How can anyone listen to 
themselves, to the painful, hope-

ful voice of God 
speaking in their 
secret places, if 
they are never 
listened to by 
o the rs ?  How 
can they begin 
to listen to one 
another respect-
fully, reverently, if they only know 
the battle of rival noises? Respect 
in our society will never be im-
posed; but it can be ‘caught’; it 
can come to seem the natural way 
to react to someone else if enough 
people start listening. Much pa-
tience is needed, because when 
you begin to listen to someone 
who isn’t used to being listened 
to, you’re likely to hear all kinds of 
things you might rather not hear, 
and you may quail at the anger or 
resent the blame. But it’s the first 
essential step in communicating 
respect, letting someone know 
that they are ... complicated, mys-
terious and wonderful...             

Readers might also be inter-
ested in getting news of the An-
glican Church, major sermons, 
addresses and comments, via 
the Anglican Communion News 
Service.  It’s free, and one can 
sign up by contacting:
 www.anglicancommunion.
org/acns/acnslist.html
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Christ Church Christmas Bazaar
A bright new banner over the entrance door of the Bundesamtsgebäude  
in Vienna’s third district, generously donated by Graham and Jenny Rat-
cliffe, greeted an estimated 1,400 visitors to the Christ Church Bazaar on 
Saturday, 3 December 2005 while our traditional Scottish piper led the 
way to the newly decorated Festsaal. The British Ambassador to Austria, 
Mr. John Macgregor was present and visited almost all the stands. He 
remarked on the wonderful atmosphere throughout the day and there 
was little doubt that the bazaar achieved its main aims, namely to build 
up the church community, show the church in action to the outside world 
and earn money for the church’s many activities.

More than 100 people were involved in the Bazaar, from the very young 
to the somewhat older. The 16 stands offered a wide range of articles 
including books (over 2,500 of them), clothes, accessories, baked goods, 
jams an excellent range of toys, gifts and white elephants. There was also 
a coffee and cake stall, a photography stall and a British Pub, the latter 
this year even more generously sponsored by Ottakringer Brewery than 
in the past. By the end of the day the beer had been sold out but the 
stallholders managed to find emergency supplies. The Asian, African and 
European restaurants offered a delicious range of dishes typical of their 
regions and did excellent business. Given the work schedule of some of 
the people involved, it was a miracle that they were able to spare the 
time to prepare such appetizing dishes in such quantities!

The raffle and the tombola aroused great interest and we are most grateful 
to our sponsors for their generosity in donating so many fabulous prizes. 
Almost 3,000 tickets were sold for the raffle; prizes included a flat screen 
TV, vouchers for weekends in hotels and private houses, vouchers for 
clothes at House of England and House of Gentlemen, toiletries of every 
kind (Walcher & Schoenfeld), glassware from Lobmeyr, food, wine, spirits 
and vouchers to theatres and concerts.

Events included singing, first by the Church Choir and then by a choir 
of young pupils of the Donau City Bilingual School. They were followed 
by a demonstration of Scottish dancing by the Scottish Country Dancing 
Group. As usual there were activities for children: these included Father 
Christmas with accompanying labradors and a supervised play area. 

Gross income totalled about €36,000, but after expenses have been 
deducted, we would expect net sales to be in the order of €29.000. This 
is slightly more than last year and was a great achievement by all in-
volved.      Patrick Knox-Peebles
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One of the earliest popular sym-
bols of the Valentine’s day is Cu-
pid, the Roman god of love, who 
is represented by the image of a 
young boy with bow and arrow. 
Several theories surround the his-
tory of Valentine’s Day. 

Three hundred years after the 
death of Jesus Christ, the Roman 
emperors still demanded that 
everyone believe in the Roman 
gods. Valentine, a Christian priest, 
had been thrown in prison for his 
teachings. On February 14, Val-
entine was beheaded, not only 
because he was a Christian, but 
also because he had performed a 
miracle. He supposedly cured the 
jailer’s daughter of her blindness. 
The night before he was executed, 
he wrote the jailer’s daughter a 
farewell letter, signing it “From 
Your Valentine.” Another legend 
tells us that this same Valentine, 
well-loved by all, received notes 
to his jail cell from children and 
friends who missed him. 

Another Valentine was an Ital-
ian bishop who lived at about 
the same time, AD 200. He was 

imprisoned because he secretly 
married couples, contrary to the 
laws of the Roman emperor. Some 
legends say he was burned at the 
stake. 

The ancient Romans celebrated 
the feast of Lupercalia, a spring 
festival, on the 15th of Febru-
ary, held in honor of a goddess. 
Young men randomly chose the 
name of a young girl to escort to 
the festivities. With the introduc-
tion of Christianity, the holiday 
moved to the 14th of February. The 
Christians had come to celebrate 
February 14 as the Saint’s Day that 
celebrated the several early Chris-
tian martyrs named Valentine. 

The custom of choosing a sweet-
heart on this date spread through 
Europe in the Middle Ages, and 
then to the early American colo-
nies. Throughout the ages, people 
also believed that birds picked 
their mates on February 14! 

In AD 496 Sain Pope Gelasius I 
declared February 14 as “Valen-
tine’s Day”. 

The Origins of Valentine’s Day
V

al
en

ti
ne

’s
 D

ay

St Valentine’s Day has roots 
in several different legends 
that have found their way to 
us through the ages.
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Valentine’s Day Quiz

This article first appeared in the November/December 2004 issue of Today’s Christian. 
Used by permission of Christianity Today International, Carol Stream, IL 60188

With Valentine’s Day on �4 February,  see if you can answer 
these questions about “hearts” in the Bible. The solution is 
on p. ��.

1. Who told his scheming mistress “all his heart” and lost his  
  hair (and eyesight) as a result?

2. What king’s wife “despised him in her heart” because he   
 had danced so merrily in the streets?

3. According to Psalms, what sort of person “says in his heart,  
 ‘There is no God’”?

4. What oppressive Old Testament ruler had his heart repeat  
 edly “hardened” by God?

5. What New Testament man was sent by God to “turn the   
 hearts of the fathers to their children”? (Hint: Not Jesus.)

6. What handsome (and rebellious) prince stole the hearts of  
 the men of Israel?

7. In Genesis, what doting father’s heart “fainted” when he   
 learned that his long-lost son was still alive?

8. Who told Christians: “in your hearts set apart Christ as   
 Lord”?

9. According to Jesus, “where your _______ is, there your   
 heart will be also.”

10. What prophet foretold a new covenant with God, one  
   written on men’s hearts?
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DATE   TIME                   EVENT

Feb.1(Wed)  18.00  Chaplaincy Council meeting
Feb. 5 (Sun)  10.00  Family Eucharist
    18.00  Choral Evensong
Feb.12(Sun)  18.00  Service with laying-on of  

     hands
Feb.15 (Wed)  19.00  Prayer Ministry
Feb. 18 (Sat)  18.00  House Concert by Arcola  

     Clark
Feb. 19 (Sun)  10.00  Sung Eucharist Preacher:  

     Prof. Helmut Nausner 
      (Methodist Church)
    18.00  Taizé Worship 
Mar.1(Wed)  12.30   Ash Wednesday: Said Eucha 

     rist with imposition of ashes
Mar. 3 (Fri)  09.30  Women’s World Day of   

     Prayer: Service at Christ  
     Church 

Mar.5(Sun)  10.00  Family Eucharist
    18.00  Choral Evensong
Mar.7(Tues)  19.00  First meeting of Tuesday  

     Lent Group 
Mar.9(Thurs)  10.30  First meeting of Thursday  

     Lent Group 
Mar. 10 (Fri)  19.00  Potluck supper hosted by  

     Alec Hadfield
Mar. 29 (Wed)  18.30  Annual Chaplaincy Meeting
April 1 (Sat)  18.00  Richard Lammiman Concert
April 6 (Thurs)  18.30  Sunday School meeting
April 13 (Thurs)  20.00  Liturgy of Maundy Thursday
April 14 (Fri)  12.30 }  Ecumenical ServiceLiturgy of  

   18.00  Good Friday
April 15(Sat)  21.00  Easter Vigil
April 16 (Sun)  08.00  Said Eucharist
    10.00  Sung Eucharist
    18.00  Service with Baptism
June 3 (Sat)  17.00  Barn Dance
June 9 (Fri)  19.00  Lange Nacht der Kirchen

  Dates for your Diary
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Attention young artists

How would you like to see your own painting or drawing on 

the cover of the April issue of CROSSWAYS and at the 

same time win a great prize? If you are 12 or under, you may 

enter this competition.

The rules are simple:

1.   Find a piece of thick A-4  size paper (approx. 30 x 20 cm) 

2.   Paint or draw a picture of what Easter means to you on it, 
but be careful that you use it with the long side up (portrait 
format). It can be in colour or in black and white.

3.  Tape a closed envelope to the back containing your 
name, address and telephone number.

4.  Pictures will be displayed in the Church Office.  The winner 
will be selected by a special committee and the prizes pre-

sented by the Chaplain. Age will be taken into consideration.

1. Samson, who was foolish in giv-
ing his heart to the devious,  
snippish Delilah (Judg. 16).

2. David’s wife Michal, who 
thought his dancing was way 
too  undignified (2 Sam. 6:16).

3. The fool (Ps. 14:1).

4. The Pharaoh of Moses’ time 
(Exod. 4:21, 7:3, 8:15, 9:12,   
10:1, 11:10, 14:4).

5. John the Baptist (Luke 1:17).

6. Absalom, who led a revolt 
against his overly indulgent   
father David (2 Sam. 15:6).

7. Jacob, father of the presumed-
dead Joseph (Gen.45:26)

8. Peter (1 Pet. 3:15).

9. Treasure (Matt. 6:21).

10.Jeremiah (31:33).

Solution to Valentine’s Day quiz on p. 23



Church Notices
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At this time of the year when the countryside here is blanketed in 
snow, we are reminded of the beauty of God’s creation when we see 
flowers in Church. If you wish to donate and/or arrange the flowers 
for a certain Sunday, perhaps on the occasion of an anniversary or in 
memory of someone dear to you, please enter your name in the ap-
propriate space on the Flower List and give EUR 15 to Ann Wanzenböck 
or myself. Thank you                                   Vivian Stenzenberger
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The responsibility is ours to ensure that the finances of our church 
remain sound.  It is also important that we as God’s people respond 
with imagination to the primary tasks of being faithful to Christ and 
to making disciples of all the nations.  Where better to begin than at 
Christ Church itself, where the nations do meet?  The mission of the 
church cannot be divorced from financial considerations.  On Sunday 
12 March there will be a presentation in church after the 10.00 service 
and coffee on Planned Giving.  Please note this date in your diaries. 
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Calling all parents with toddlers!  Starting in March, we look forward 
to meeting you at the Christ Church Centre, Salesianergasse 24, 1030 
Vienna on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 until 11:00. There will be a 
chance to get to know each other, space - and toys - for the children 
and a cup of tea or coffee.  Do spread the word around among your 
English-speaking friends!  More information from Aileen Hackl tel. 
600 3083.

Guest Preacher on Sunday 12 February is The Revd. Professor Helmut 
Nausner who was Superintendent of the Methodist Church in Austria 
from 1983-2001. In 2001 he was awarded the title of Professor by Presi-
dent Klestil for his services to the life of the church both in Austria and 
abroad.  Born in Belarus in 1935, Pasteur Nausner attended primary 
school in Königsberg (now Kaliningrad).  He came to Austria in 1945.  
He has been a pastor of the Methodist Church in Austria since 1959 
serving the parishes of St Pölten, Linz and Vienna.  He has served on 
numerous national and international committees. He remains an active 
member of both the Austrian Ecumenical Council of Churches and the 
Co-ordinating Committee for Christian- Jewish Co-operation.  He is 
married to a Swede and has four children.



The Fund raising and Social Committee have arranged the following 
events:
 House concert       Saturday,  18 February (see p.11)
 Pot Luck Dinner      Friday, 10  March at 19.00.
 Pot Luck Dinner     Friday, 19  May at 19.00
 Barn Dance      Saturday, 3 June at 17.00
For further information or suggestions please contact one of the Social 
Committee members: 

Hyacinth Österlin
Manfred Reiter 
Rosalind Shakespear

Chuk Agu 
Wendy Barrett 
Nikki Hertford-Scheiber 

A Thursday Lent Group is planning to meet in the Centre from 9.30 
to 11.00.  We will be using a book called Life Balance, written by Sue 
Mayfield and Robert Warren. It focuses on getting the right ‘life balance’ 
in our lives between rest, work and play.  The sessions will be:

For more information please phone me  ((600 3083) or talk to me after 
the service on Sunday.                                                         

March 30  Time to Liberate
April 6      Time to Celebrate

March 9    Time to Pause
March 16  Time to Rest
March 23  Time to Play

The Tuesday Lent Group 2006 will begin on 7 March at 19.00. This 
year we will study the Sayings of the Desert Fathers. The Desert Fa-
thers were men and some women who retreated from the world into 
the deserts either side of the Nile.  Their wisdom has had an impact 
on the spirituality and faith of Christians down the ages. 

The basis for our discussions will be the Penguin Classic: The Desert 
Fathers, ISBN 0-140-44731-8 translated by Benedicta Ward. 

Aileen Hackl

Special  Lent G
rou

ps

Since Ash Wednesday falls on 1 March, please make a note in your 
diary of the times of the services: at 12.30 and again at 19.00 there will 
be Said Eucharist with imposition of ashes. Those wishing to receive 
the ashes come forward and kneel before the altar. The minister ap-
plies ashes in the form of a small cross on the forehead with the words: 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return”.
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DANUBE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

THE FAMILY SCHOOL

After several years of planning, DIS formally 
became an authorised IBMYP school in 2003. DIS believes 
that the MYP is the most appropriate means of addressing 
the needs of students in Grades 6 to 10 while challenging 

them to achieve even greater things

For further information about the school please contact
The Registrar

Danube International School
A-1020 Wien, Josef Gall- Gasse 2

Tel: 01 720 3110      Fax 01 720 311040
Email: info@danubeschool.at Web site: www.danubeschool.at
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Hyacinth Österlin
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Solution to Who’s who quiz on p.12

David Hope

Travelling Nanny/Childminder 
urgently wanted from end March 
till 13 April, Basel to Vienna. I am a 
sales agent for various accessories 
companies and will be travelling 
from Switzerland (Basel) to Vienna 
via Salzburg, Kufstein, Kitzbühel and 
many other scenic towns presenting 
the autumn/winter 2006 collections 
to my clients. As I have a 4 month old 
little boy, I will be taking him with 
me. However, I would be delighted 
to talk to you if you are looking for 
an adventure for 2-3 weeks from the 
end of March to just before Easter and 
would like to travel with us and look 
after Arthur while I am at meetings. 
When I am not working you would be 
able to explore our location at your 
leisure. I would cover all your travel 
costs. Further financial details to be 
discussed. 
Please call me if you are interested, or 
send me an email! Sibylle Laubscher-
Wehren 0041/61811 4860, sibylle@
sibylle-wehren.com

Personal Ads

?

Do you need a  Computer 
Doctor?
I can fix your computer problems, 
repair and install your PCs and instruct 
in the use of software progams. I 
provide a fast and reliable service at 
an affordable price.
Call Gary at 0650/689 5757

Stelzhammer grand piano for sale 
Very good condition and excellent 
tone. Prospective buyers are welcome 
to come and try it in my home. Price € 
1,500. Please call Mrs. Samuel at 922 
9431 after 18.00

New Kindergarten near VIC Kids 
United International  Kindergarten  
opened in August at Wagramerstrasse 
23, Top 3.1.2 for children between 
6 months and school age. Both 
English and German mother tongue 
staff. Extracurricular activities 
include music, dance, movement and 
excursions. Cost for half day €250, full 
day with lunch €375.  Phone and fax: 
06991/0706122.



	

Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:

Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-�030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse ��




